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Gorbachev receives Reagan letter 

MOSCOW (R) — UJS. Congressman Thomas O’Nciil spent some 
three hours talking to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev Wed- 
nesday and handed him a letter from President Reagan rea- 
ffirming support for a summit, U.S. officials said. Mr. O’Neill, 

roSrence later at the U? ambrau&^RSdeo^ Tte*note 
from Mr. Reagan was a follow-up to a letter which Vice-President 
George Bush delivered at the funeral of Mr. Gorbachev's pre- 
decessor, Konstantin Chernenko, a month ago. Mr. Gorbachev 
agreed in principle but no date or venue has yet been set. Mr. 
O’Neill, heading a 13-membcr delegation of U.S. legislators on a 
rix-day visit to the Soviet Union, met Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko Tuesday and discussed the Geneva arms control talks 
and the U-S. strategic defence initiative. 

Earlier story on page 8 



Gromyko to meet Shultz in Vienna 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko and 
U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz have agreed to meet In 
Vienna on May 14, TASS news agency announced Wednesday. 
The official agency did not elaborate except to say the two men 
would “review matters of common interest to both sides." Wes- 
tern diplomats have said Mr. Shultz and Mr. Gromyko would 
meet in the Austrian capital to discuss a summit meeting between 
President Reagan and new Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. 
’Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Grata has said that Mr. Shultz 
and Mr. Gromyko had accepted Vienna’s invitations to cel- 
ebrations to mark the 30th anniversary of the Austrian state 
treaty on May 15. Mr. Gratz told report ere both men had ind- 
icated that during their meeting they would be discussing the 
possibilities of an early summit between Mr. Reagan and Mr. 
Gorbachev. 
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Diplomats 
congratulate Rifai 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Rifai received at his res- 
idence Wednesday heads of dip- 
. lomatic missions and the directors 
of international and regional ofi- 
ices and organisations accredited 
1 to Jordan. Qatari Ambassador to 
- Jordan Sheikh Hamad Ibn Moh- 
ammad AJ Thani, in his capacity as 
the dean of the diplomatic corps, 
delivered a speech in which be 
congratulated Mr. Rifai on his 
appointment as prime mmkfw 
and wished the new government 
* success. Mr. Rifai, in a reply spe- 
. ech, thanked the heads of the dip- 
lomatic missions and stressed Jor- 
■ dan’s keenness on strengthening 
its relations with Arab and fri- 
endly countries. Attending the 
: meeting was Foreign -Minister 
: Taber A1 Masri. 


Bridges to close 
until Sunday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King 
Hussein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges across River Jordan win 
: remain open to travellers to the 

- West Bank until 9:00 am. today, 
: Thursday, after which they will be 
’ dosed until Sunday, according to 

- the Public Security Department. 

< The department requested rit- 
: izens not to proceed to the two 
*. bridges during the closure period . 

'Swedish official 

■ to visit Baghdad 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A senior 
i Swedish Foreign Ministry official 
® wQl visit Baghdad next week for 
three days of talks with the Iraqi 
government on prospects for end- 
ing its war with Iran, a ministry 
J'Spokeananja^Tuesday. Jrm Qfc, 
..asson, who ranks third in the For- 
eign Ministry, is Id Qy to Baghdad 
-on Sunday. But officials stressed 
-the two sides appeared no nearer a 
. negotiated settlement 

-U.S. selects 
-new envoy to Iraq 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 

- Reagan a dministra tion has sel- 
,-ected its first ambassador to Iraq 
. since the United States renewed 
■.diplomatic relations with that 
‘ country on Nov. 26, a UJS. official 
'said Tuesday. Under-secretary of 
“State Michael Armacost said Pre- 
sident Reagan would nominate 

.'David Newton, the current charge 
^d’affaires in Iraq, to be the US. 
ambassador in Baghdad. 

- Syrian hijacker 
jailed in Turkey 

.ANKARA (R) — A Syrian who 
v lijacked a Saudi Arabian airliner 
ffio Turkey a year ago was Wed- 
nesday sentenced to eight years 
md four months in jail, the semi- 
official Anatolian news agency 
1 aid. Hldir Ahmad Mahlesh was 
'-‘bund guilty by a civilian court in 
-stanbul of diverting the Saucha 
vTriStar with 301 people aboard on 
. i flight from Jeddah to Damascus 
i in April 5 last yew-. 

Syrian cabinet 
worn in 

■DAMASCUS (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Rauf A1 Kasm and 
• lew cabinet were sworn in before 
.'•resident Hafez A1 Assad Wed- 

■ tesday, the official Syrian news 
■igency SANA reported. 


_.fc 


INSIDE 


Accused disowns con- 
fession in Sartawi mur- 
der trial, page 2 


r Transport minister ret- 
* urns from Cairo after 
talks, page 3 
Agreement possible on 
■ N Ireland, page 4 

There is a place where 
heroin gives orders, page 
: * 5 

Mayotte, Edberg score 
victories WCT finals, 

■* pa g e 4 

o* Credit ratings of bor-' 
i . rowing countries bounce - 
‘ back, page 7 

Thatcher gives new 
momentum to British- 
•y Indonesian relations, 
page* 


Government to relax 
control over pricing 

Basic commodities not to be affected 
Rifai promises free economy, urges private 

- sector to assume share of responsibility 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

-AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
Wednesday announced that the government 
would lift all restrictions covering prices of 
consumer goods which are not directly under 
its control but would retain its authority to 
fix prices f or basic commodities imported by 
the government. 


The move was immediately bai- 
led by the private sector, and 
Chamber of Commerce Chairman 
Hamdi Tabba described the gov- 
ernment decision as “positive and 
aimed at encouraging fine com- 
petition which would ensure the 
consumers' welfare." 

In a meeting with thepresidents 
and members of the 'Kingdom's 
chambers of commerce and ind- 
ustry, Mr. Rifai, who took office 
last Thursday, promised that wit- 
hin days his government would 
remove all obstacles impeding die 
functions of the private sector and 
called on the sector to shou lder its 
share in reviving the economy. 


The government would only 
intervene in cases where bus- 
inessmen were making “excessive 
profits" and would act “within 
limits" to block monopolies. 

He said that in order to rev- 
italise the economy, the gov- 
ernment will adopt a short-term 
and a long-term policy. The 
short-term policy would include 
decisions within the coming few 
days to remove all immediate 
impediments cm the economy, be 
said. 

The long-term policy will be 
embodied in the country’s five- 
_year national development pian- in 
which jjie role of the private sector 


will be strengthened, deepened 
and widened, the prime minister 
added. 

Mr. Rifai said that the five-year 
plan will lay the foundation for the 
establishment of profitable pro- 
jects which should ensure wide 
and quick development in the sec- 
tors of industry, trade, tourism, 
services and agriculture, in an 
atmosphere that encourages inv- 
estment and provides the needed 
legal protection. 

Free economy 

Mr. Rifai said the government 
will support the private sector by 
ensuring its liberty of movement 
and action and by limiting the role 
of the public sector to planning, 
guidance and direction. 

He said the government support 
for the private sector is based on 
the country's economy being a 
free economy." 

The prime minister called on 
the private sector to share the res- 
ponsibility with the government 
taking in to consideration that pub- 
lic interest is a shared res- 
poxKlbHity-and-that problems of a 
certain sector of the society should 


not be solved at the expense of 
other sectors. 

He said he expected the private 
sector to respond to his gov- 
ernment's attitude on equal basis 
in order to achieve His Majesty 
King Hussein's ambitions for a 
berter future for Jordan and its cit- 
izens. 

Mr. Rifai said the government 
will cooperate with the private 
sector in defining problems and 
specifying solutions and added 
that “the government will put into 
immediate effect all what is agreed 
upon". 

Mr. Tabba'a said during the 
meeting that the private sector 
was willing to start a “new era of 
constructive development in coo- 
peration with the government to 
ensure a stronger national eco- 
nomy." 

He reviewed the demands of the 
private commercial sector which 
included sharing the government 
in fixing prices and defining new 
procedures for import of goods, 
especially those which are not 
being produced in Jordan. 

Mr. Taba’a expressed the rea- 
diness of the comrnerrial private 
(Continued on page 2) 


Israelis 
threaten 
retaliation 
if Shi’ites 

i 

stage 

attacks 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
security sources Wednesday said 
Shfite Muslim areas in South 
Lebanon “will cease to extsc* if 
Shfite resistance men attack Isr- 
ael after its troops withdraw, Isr- 
ael Radio reported. 

The sources, usually a eup- 
hemism for a senior Defence Min- 
istry official who does not want to 
be identified, spoke at a briefing to 
Israeli political correspondents. 

If the resistance attacks con- 
tinued, “the Israeli army will react 
in the strongest way with artillery 
and movement into (Lebanese) 
territory,” the radio quoted the 
sources as saying. “We will make 
it dear to the Shfite leadership 
their area will cease to exist if our 
settlements are shelled." 

Tbe warning, one of the str- 
ongest issued by Israel to Leb- 
anese Shfites. followed a suicide 
car bombing Wednesday in which 
at least 50 Israeli soldiers were kil- 
led or wounded in South Lebanon 
(See page 2). 

The briefing coincided with per- 
sistent Israeli newspaper reports 
that the army trill pull out of the 
Nabatiyeh area of central Leb- 
anon within days- The region has 
been the scene of frequent’ res- 
istance attacks. 

Israel's coordinator on Leb- 
anon policy, Uxi Lubrani, said in 
an interview with the New York 
Times on Tuesday that his gov- 
ernment bad sent messages to the 
Shfite Amal movement and lea- 
ders of the Shfite community in 
South Lebanon and had offered to 
forego .the “security arr- 
angements" that the Jewish state 
was demanding as a precondition 
for its withdrawal from Lebanon 
provided that the Shfites und- 
ertook to halt attacks against Isr- 
ael after the evacuation. 

There had been no response 
from the Lebanese, and the last. 
Israeli message was sent earlier 
this year, Mr. Lubrani said. He 
said that the Lebanese sflcncc 
prompted the Israeli army to 
adopt its “iron fist" and “scorched 
earth” policy in South Lebanon 
which led to a number of raids on 
Lebanese villages. 


Karami boycotts cabinet, demands 
urgent moves to end Sidon fighting 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami said 
Wednesday he would not attend 
further cabinet meetings until 
implementation of a cabinet dec- 
ision to stop three weeks fighting 
in the southern port of Sidon. 

Mr. Karami told reporters he 
made his decision after the cabinet 
listened to a report by the army 
command on. delays in deploying 
extra troops to stop the clashes pit- 
ting rebel Falangist militiamen 
with the army and Palestinian fig- 
hters and their supporters. 

“1 will not attend the cabinet 
until all these problems are res- 
olved,” Mr. Karami said. “My att- 
itude is clear and frank, namely to 
save Sidon.” 

Political sources said the army 
was unwilling to send extra troops 
in, as the cabinet bad decided, 
because it wanted a political sol- 
ution to the conflict- . 

The last time the Lebanese 
army was involved in sectarian 
fighting in Feb. 1954, units in Bei- 
rut split along confessional lines. 

Minister of Education SaJim AJ 


Hoss supported Mr. Karami in his 
decision. Beirut Radio said. 

The boycott' is the gravest threat 
so far to the future of Lebanon's 
year-old “national unity” cabinet, 
already boycotted by three of its 
original 10 members. 

Mr. Karami, 63, serving his 
lOih term as Sunni Muslim prime 
minister, said he would continue 
private contacts to stem the fig- 
hting in Sidon. 

Meanwhile, Sporadic shellfire 
broke a daylong ceasfire early 
Wednesday, and police upped the 
overall casualty toll in 13 days of 
fighting in Sidon to 59 killed and 
more than 260 injured. 

Gunfire and shell blasts were 
heard on the eastern outskirts of 
the southern Lebanese port city 
overnight and in the morning, sig- 
nalling renewed fighting between 
Falangist militiamen and a coa- 
lition of Palestinian fighters and 
their supporters. 

Traffic was scarce on the streets 
and 70 per cent of the shops were 
closed in the provincial capital of 
South Lebanon. 


Police said more than half of the 
59 fatalities in Lebanon’s third 
largest city were Palestinians kil- 
led at Sidon’s suburban refugee 
camps of ‘Ain A1 Hilweh and 
Mieh Mieh. 

The latest deaths were eight vil- 
lagers in the hilltop towns of Abra. 
Halieh and Qiyaya. 

Rebels of the mostly Christian 
Falangist “Lebanese Forces" mil- 
itiamen in the eastern suburbs, 
assisted by artillery units of the 
Israeli-backed “South Lebanon 
Army" militia, have been shelling 
‘Ain A I Hilweh and Mieh Mieh for 
the past 12 days. 

Lebanese politicians have acc- 
used Israel of provoking the fig- 
hting in order to create a per- 
manent “front line" east of Sidon 
and have voiced fears Lhat it could 
lead to a permanent partition of 
Lebanon. 

A conference of more than 50 
senior Christian politicians and 
religious leaders on Tuesday acc- 
used Israel of instigating factional 
bloodshed in Lebanon. 


Iraq said to be expecting new attack 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein Wednes- 
day presided for the second time 
in four days over a meeting of the 
armed forces general command 
and diplomats said Iraq apparent- 
ly expected a new Iranian ground 
offensive. 

- Noting President Hussein 
chairs such meetings only when 
the 54-month-old war is at a 
critical stage, the diplomats said 
Iran appeared to be massing 'tho- 
usands of its troops on the sou- 
thern war front; 

Iraq said its warplanes and 
helicopter gunships had flown' ab- 


out 200' missions against Iranian 
positions on the southern war- 
front Tuesday, in what the diplo- 
mats saw as another possible in- 
dication a fresh offensive was 
expected. 

Heavy fighting took place on 
the southern front last month 
when Iran tried to drive through 
the Hawizeh marshes towards the 
Tigris River and the main high- 
way from Baghdad to the south- 
ern port of Basra. Iraq drove the 
Iranians back and out of large 
areas of the marshes, killing 
thousands of the attackers. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 


Perez de Cuellar left Baghdad 
Tuesday, after also visiting 
Tehran and four other Gulf Arab 
states, saying he had made no 
progress towards peace. 

He discussed efforts to end the 
Iran-Iraq war with British Fore- 
ign Office Junior Minister 
Richard Luce Tuesday during a 
stopover enroute ro New York. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said Mr. Luce reiterated the Brit- 
ish government's support for the 
secretary general's efforts to 
bring peace to the area during a 
35-minute meeting at Heathrow 
Airport. 


Moscow talks disappoint Dutch minister 


MOSCOW (R) — Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van dea Broek said 
Wednesday he was disappointed 
with Andrei Gromyko’s response 
in talks that focused on the Dutch 
position on U.S. cruise missile 
deployment. 

He repeated that if the number 
of Soviet triple-warhead SS-20s 
located in Europe by November 
exceeded last June’s level, the 
Netherlands would go ahead with 
its siting of 45 missiles. 

Emeiging from his meeting with 
veteran Foreign Minister Gro- 
myko, Mr. Van den Brock told 
reporters he had come to Moscow 
to clarify his government's point 


of view as an appeal to the Soviet 
Union to stop ‘the build-up of 
SS-20 systems. 

“I have been somewhat dis- 
appointed by the reply of my Sov- 
iet colleague and I doubt very 
much whether this appeal is going 
to meet a positive response over 
•here,” he said. 

Asked about the Soviet ann- 
ouncement of a missQe freeze until 
November, he said he deplored a 
course of action that would "fre- 
eze existing drastic imbalances." 

The moratorium, announced 
last weekend by Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, was seen by 
Western diplomats as intended to 


put pressure on the Netherlands 
and timed to coincide with Mr. 
Van den Broek’s visit. 

According to US. Sjate Dep- 
artment figures, the number of 
Soviet missiles located in Europe 
is, at 41 4 , already greater than last 
June’s level. 

Asked whether Mr. Gromyko 
had challenged the NATO figures 
or mentioned any Soviet total in 
their talks Wednesday, Mr. Van 
den Brock said: “The answer is a 
dear cut *no’.” 

Golf ministers caU for end to war, 
page 2 . 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday confers with 
Palestine Liberation Organisation Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat (to the King’s right) in a meeting attended 
by Palestine National Council Speaker Sheikh 


Abdul Hamid A! Sa'eh tleftl, Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai ( to the King’s left]. Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Af Qasem and Royal Court Minister Adoac Abu 
Odeh (Petra photo; 


King, Arafat assess 
response to accord 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat Wednesday held a 
“comprehensive review" of the 
Feb, 11 agreement between Jor- 
dan and the PLO on a formula for 
joint action towards settling the 
Palestinian problem. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, which repotted the mee- 
ting, said the two leaders reviewed 
the “ATab and international 
stands towards the agreement 
“and discussed" the steps for joint 
moves on the international 
arena." 

The agency did not elaborate, 
other than saying that the meeting 
was attended by Prime Minister 
Zaid A1 Rifai, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Al Qasem, Court Min- 
ister Adrian Abu Odeh, Armed 
Forces Coramander-in-Chief 
General Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Education Abdul Wahab 
Al Majali, Minister of State for 


Prime Ministry Affairs Hazera 
Nuseibeh, Interior Minister Has- 
san Al Kayed, Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri, Director of the 
General Intelligence Department 
Tareq AJaeddin and Royal Court 
Secretary General Rajai Dajani 
on the Jordanian side. On the Pal- 
estinian side it was attended by 
Palestine National Council Spe- 
aker Abdul Hamid Al Saeh, PLO 
Executive Committee members 
Mohammad Milhera and Abdul 
Razzak Al Yahya, Mr. Arafat's 
political adviser Hard Al Hassan 
and Fateh Central Committee 
member Suleiman Sburafa. 

It was the first meeting between 
the King and Mr. Arafat after they 
signed the Feb. 11 agreement. 

The King had earlier met “with 
Congressman Levine during 
which they discussed the recent 
developments in the area, par- 
ticularly the Feb. II agreement 
between Jordan and the PLO. 

Mr. Levine, a member of the 
House of Representatives Foreign 
Affairs Committee and the sub- 
committee for Europe and the 
Middle East, also met with Armed 


Forces Commander-in-Chiei 
General Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
the Jordanian News A genet'. 
Petra, said. He is also expected to 
meet with other Jordanian off- 
icials. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived here 
earlier Wednesday on a three-day 
visit, is scheduled to meet with an 
eight-member team from the U.S. 
Congress on Thursday, the PLO 
chairman's close aide Nabil Amro 
said. 

Mr. Amro, a member of the 
Central Committee o? Fateh, said 
the PLO leader's scheduled mee- 
ting with the U.S. congressmen 
was part of “continued contact*; 
berween the PLO and me U.S. 
government." 

“Our channels are always open 
with the Americans.” Mr. Amro 
said. “The meeting was scheduled 
to take place today ( Wednesday), 
but was postponed until Thu- 
rsday," he added. 

A spokesman for the U.S. emb- 
assy declined to confirm or deny 
the scheduled meeting. However, 

(Continued on page 2) 


Sudanese military ruler 
promises new government 


Baghdad 
expels 
W. German 
diplomat 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has declared West German Cha- 
rge d'Affaires Helmut Arndt per- 
sona non-grata and ordered him to 
leave Baghdad within seven days, 
a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

He said the action had been 
taken because of Mr. Arndt’s 
"flagrant interference in Iraq’s 
internal affairs." 

The ministry spokesman gave 
no immediate reason for the Iraqi 
move beyond saying Mr. Arndt’s 
actions ran “counter to diplomatic 
laws and norms." 

He said the Iraqi government 
had decided to lodge a “strong 
protest" with the Bonn gov- 
ernment over the. envoy’s act- 
ivities and he would have to leave 
the oountry within a week from 
Wednesday. 

“The envoy's activity is con- 
sidered open interference in Iraq’s 
internal affairs and a violation of 
diplomatic immunity which is 
supposed to be practiced acc- 
ording to international law and 
not to be exploited for practicing 
anti-state acts in the state they 
work in" the spokesman said. 

In Bonn, the West German 
government said it had no kno- 
wledge of any wrongdoing by Mr. 
Arndt but would study Baghdad’s 
charges against him. 

*A West German Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman told Reuters a 
similarly- worded statement to 
that issued in Baghdad had been 
delivered to the ministry by the 
Iraqi embassy in Bonn. 

“fhe Foreign Ministry has no 
knowledge of any activities by the 
charge d'affaires that might have 
been incompatible with his dip- 
lomatic status.” the Bonn spo- 
kesman said. 

“The minis try will study the 
charges by the Iraqi government 
and is waiting for evidence to be 
presented in connection with the 
allegations made.” 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s military 
ruler General Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab said Wednesday he 
was working to form a civilian 
government and promised a dia- 
logue soon with rebel leaders in 
the south to end the two-year-old 
bush war. 

Gen. Swareddahab, quoted by 
Egypt's Middle East News Agen- 
cy in a dispatch from Khartoum, 
told his first press conference 
since, taking power in a coup last 
Saturday that a new cabinet 
would be formed after consulta- 
tions with professional unions 
and political groups. 

He gave no firm date for res- 
toration of civilian rule but said 
he was at present preoccupied 
with maintaining national unity 
and finding solutions to economic 
problems. 

Political groups in Khartoum 
have asked Gen. Swareddahab, 
who on Tuesday named himself 


BONN (R) — A Soviet sentry 
who shot and killed U.S. army 
Major Arthur Nicholson in East 
Germany last month is facing dis- 
ciplinary measures and may be 
coun-martialled, according to 
informed Soviet bloc sources in 
Bonn. 

The sources, who said their inf- 
ormation came from Soviet mil- 
itary officers, reported that the 
sentry was under arrest and likely 
to be charged initially with vio- 
lating guard duty reguiationsi- 


presidentof a 15-man transitional 
military council (See page 2», to 
rescind a state of emergency and 
hand over power to a civilian 
government. 

But the new leader rejected 
calls for an immediate hand over 
of power, saying he needed more 
time before it could be done. 

Gen. Swareddahab. who last 
year commanded military opera- 
tions against the southern rebels, 
said he has sent an envoy to meet 
rebel leader John Garang and 
agree on a date for negotiations 
to end the bush war. which is 
costing the government about 
$350,000 a day. 

Mr. Garang had warned the 
rebellion would resume in seven 
days if Gen. Swareddahab failed 
to hand over power to a civilian 
government. 

-Sudan campaigns for political, 
economic support, page 2 


But they added the officers 
stuck by Soviet accountsthat Maj. 
Nicholson was wdl inside a res- 
tricted military area at the time of 
the incident on March 24 and had 
ignored a warning shot from the 
sentry before he was fatally wou- 
nded. 

The U.S. has described the off- 
icer's death as murder. While 
admitting he was photographing 
Soviet military facilities, it has 
contended that he was not in a 
restricted area at the lime. 
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2 Home - Middle East news 

Sudanese emissary meets with Fahd 

Sudan to campaign for 
political, economic support 


Lebanese resistance 
says suicide bomber 
was 16 -year-old girl 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agencies) — A member of the 
r uling Sudanese military junta, Lt. Gen. Yusuf Has- 
san A1 Hajj was in Saudi Arabia Wednesday as the 
Saudi media reported , that the new Sudanese lea- 
dership was p lanning a campaign for political and 
economic support in Arab, Islamic and “friendly” 
countries. 


Gen. Hajj, who arrived in Riy- 
adh late Tuesday, was imm- 
ediately received by Saudi King 
Fahd. No details were provided by 
the official Saudi media on the 
talks that took place. 

Saudi Arabia was one of the 
first countries to wish success to 
the new leadership in Sudan and 
to affirm its keenness to maintain 
the "political and economic" rel- 
ations that prevailed during the 
rule of the overthrown Sudanese 
President Jaafar Numeiri. The 
kingdom has been one of the key 
bankroUers of the former pre- 
sident. 

Mr. Numeiri was overthrown 
Saturday in an army putsch led by 
his Defence Minister and 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces Gen. Abdul Rah- 
man Swareddahab. As Gen. Hajj 
arrived in Saudi Arabia, his name 
was surfacing as one of the 13 
army commanders Gen. Swa- 
reddahab chose to be members of 
a military council that would rule 
Sudan for a transitional period. 

The Emirates News Agency 
(WAM) meanwhile quoted the 
Sudanese media as reporting the 


council would dispatch emissaries 
to "Arab, Islamic and friendly 
countries to explain the dim- 
ensions of the recent dev- 
elopments” in the African cou- 
ntry. 

The envoys would also affirm 
the “Arab character" of the new 
leadership and the * 'economic 
requirements" of the country, the 
reports said. 

The military command has app- 
ealed to friendly states to buttress 
Sudan's efforts to contain the 
human losses resulting from the 
drought in Africa and the acc- 
ompanying influx of refugees from 
across Sudan's eastern, western 
and southern borders, the agency 
said. . 

Meanwhile in Washington, the 
State Department said Tuesday it 
looked forward to a cooperative 
U.S. relationship with the new 
Sudanese military government led 
by Gen. Swareddahab. 

It indicated that Washington 
was gaining confidence that Gen. 
Swareddahab would continue the 
pro-Western policies of Jaffar 
Numeiri, who was overthrown last 
weekend while heading home 


from a U.S. visit 

Sudanese statements, spo- 
kesman Edward Djerejian said, 
had dearly expressed “the desire 
of the new Sudanese government 
for continued cordial, cooperative 
ties with Sudan's traditional fri- 
ends, including the United Sta- 
tes.” 

“We are very pleased to receive 
these assurances and look forward 
to a cooperative relationship with 
the new government," he added. 

The United States has long had 
dose ties with Sudan which, after 
Egypt, is the second biggest rec- 
ipient of American aid in Africa. 

Mr. Djerejian noted that Kha- 
rtoum had issued two statements 
on the new government's ori- 
entation and had expressed int- 
erest in good relations with the 
United States. 

On Sunday, the U.S. Charge 
d' Affaires in Khartoum, David 
Shinn, met Gen. Swareddahab at 
the coup leader's request. 

The State Department said 
Gen. Swareddahab "expressed 
interest in the maintenance of con- 
tinued good relations with the 
United States and appreciation for 
the assistance the United States 
has provided in recent years." 

Mr. Djerejian said Tuesday the 
U.S. Ambassador to Sudan, 
Hume Horan, would return to 
Khartoum as soon as possible. He 
has been unable to fly to the cap- 
ital because strikes have closed the 
airport. 


Gulf ministers call for end to war 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Gulf 
Information Ministers have ended 
their two-day meeting in Riyadh 
with a call for an end to the 4' i-- 
year old Iran -Iraq war, the official 
Saudi Press Agency said. 

The ministers, including Iraq's 
Latif Nassif A1 Jassem, also called 


and negotiate with Iraq under 
United Nations auspices, the age- 
ncy said. 

The United Nations, the Non- 
Aligned Movement and the Org- 
anisation of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) have all tried to mediate in 
the conflict, so farwithouisuccess. 
- United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
has just ended visits to Tehran and 
Baghdad and said he had made no 
progress towards a peaceful set- 


telement. 

But he told a press conference 
in Baghdad he was encouraged by 
the fact that Iran and Iraq “say 
they want peace, and both say that 
my efforts should continue." 

Meanwhile in Washington y 
U.S. Navy analysis of the attacks 


Gulfhas concluded thatlraq is inf- 
licting more damage than Iran — 
but that both countries appear to 
be avoiding the use of weapons 
that would be likely to sink the 
giant ships. 

Navy officials, who agreed to 
discuss iheir conclusions only if- 
not identified, said Tuesday the. 
French-made Exocet missiles . 
being used by Iraq were generally 
not powerful enough to sink a 
huge oil tanker. The Iranians,: 


meantime, are using U.S.-made 
Mavericks that were designed as 
anti-tank missiles, not for use aga- 
inst ships. 

“We believe the obvious int- 
ention of both sides is not to tot- 
ally interdict the flow of oil or tot- 
ally destroy these ships,” said one 


they are trying primarily to inflict 
some damage as retaliation for. 
other attacks. 

“If they really wanted to go 
after these tankers, they could do 
so,” the officer continued. “They 
would use torpedoes or dive - 
bombs or they would fire more 
than one missile. The ships anf* 
undefended — sitting ducks, rea- 
lly — and there’s nothing to stop a 
full -out attack." 


BEIRUT (R) — Anti-Israeli gue- 
rrillas say a beautiful 16-year-old 
girl rammed a car laden with exp- 
losives into an Israeli military con- 
voy in South Lebanon, causing 50 
casualties. 

The claim was made to a news 
organisation in Beirut by an ano- 
nymous caller from the “Lebanese 
National Resistance Front", an 
umbrella group that coordinates 
claims of resistance attacks on Isr- 
aeli troops. 

No confirmation was available 
in Beirut. In Tel Aviv, the Israeli' 
military said two Israeli soldiers 
had been killed and two wounded 
in a car bomb attack which had 
also killed the woman driver, alt- 
hough it was not known for certain 
whether the explosives had been 
detonated deliberately. 

The Beirut caller said the girl, 
Sana Mhaydali from the Israeli- 
occupied Zahrani region of South 
Lebanon, died blowing up a Peu- 
geot 504 Chr loaded with 200 kil- 
ogrammes of explosives amid a 
concentration of Israeli trucks and 
armoured vehicles. 

Soon after the telephoned 
claim, a beautiful girl identified as 
Sana Mhaydali and wearing cam- 
ouflage uniform, with long black 
hair and wearing a red beret, app- 
eared in a pre-recorded television 
interview and said she had chosen 
martyrdom “because I am car- 
rying out my duly to my people”. 

Sitting at a desk, she said that 
she hoped her soul and those of 
martyrs preceding her “will form 
an explosive mixture that will 
blow up as an earthquake on the 


Accused Palestinian disclaims 
confession in killing Sartawi 


ALBUFEIRA. Portugal (R) — A 
Palestinian militant being re-tried 
for the murder of a leading Pal- 
estinian moderate disowned his 
earlier confession, saying it was 
prompted by his craving for glory. 

The accused, who said his real 
name was Youssef A1 Awad, told 
the court he was on holiday m 
AJbufeira when Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) off- 
icial Issam Sartawi was shot at a 
hotel in this southern seaside res- 
ort in 1 9S3 . — .. — 

“I had absolutely nothing to do 
♦with what happened,” he said. . 

Awad, who said at his earlier 
trial more than a year ago that his 
name was Mohammad Hussein 


Rashid, told the court that Mr. 
Sartawi had been condemned to 
death asa traitor to the Palestinian 
cause in 1974 because of alleged 
links with U.S. and Israeli int- 
elligence. 

He said his delight at the killing 
moved him to confess to it when 
he was arrested shortly after. “I 
wanted to have the honour of 
being thought to be the killer," he 
told the court. 

Portugal’s supreme court ann- 
ulled his first trial, at which Awad 
was sentenced to three years jail 
for having a false Moroccan pas; - 
sport 

The hearing is expected to last 
at least a week. 


King, Arafat assess response .• 

, audits role as a guarantor ra i 


heads of the enemy. 

“I am very relaxed as I go to do 
this operation which I have chosen 
because lam carrying out my duty 
to ray people." 

Mhaydali said she was IS alt- 
hough a profile of her distributed 
to Beirut media gave her age as 16 
and said she was bom in the Shfite 
village of Anqoun, south of Sidon. 

The Beirut caller said the attack 
took place on a mountain road 
□ear Jezzine, 44 kilometres south 
east of Beirut, as Israeli tanks, 
trucks and tracked vehicles were 
withdrawing in preparation for the 
Israeli army's pullout from South 
Lebanon. 

The attack was the third car 
bombing against the Israelis in less 
than a month. On March 10, 12 
Israeli soldiers were killed and 14 
injured in a suicide attack at Met- 
ullah, South Lebanon, and two 
days later an Israeli soldier was 
killed in a similar incident. 

The attack raised to 647 the 
number of Israelis killed in Leb- 
anon since the 1982 invasion. 

Mhaydali said: “1 am from the 
group that decided on self- 
sacrifice and martyrdom for the 
sake of liberation of land and 
people ... because I have seen the 
tragedy of our people from the 
humiliation of occupation and 
oppression, the lolling of children, 
women and old men. 

“I ask all the young girls and 
youths of my country to join the 
National Resistance Front bec- 
ause it alone can drive the occ- 
upiers out of our land." 


(Continued from page l) 

the spokesman said that David 
Obey, head of the House of Rep- 
resentatives Appropriations 

/I /Vu 


member of Fateh, the doming 

commando movement in the 
PLO, said in Pans las* month that 
the PLO was willing to drop its 

insistence ondirect representation 

in a joint Jordanm-PaiestmiM 


reseniauvcs Apprupiwuuus ui » ~ . 

Sub-Committee for Fbreign Ope- delegation for preliminary^ 
rations, was expected to arrive with the U.S. before bringing m 

_ T . . _ . v_it - fvamM fn 


Thursday at the head of a seven- 

member delegation. 

Apparently Mr. Levine and the 
seven others arriving Thursday 
are expected to meet Mr. Arafat. 

The U.S. embassy spokesman 
also said that Washington State 
Senator Daniel Evans, a member 
of the - Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, is expected to visit 
Amman later. The spokesman did 
not give a date for Sen. Daniel's 
visit 

US. Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs 
Richard Murphy is expected to 
visit Amman and other capitals in 


Israel and all interested parties to 

direct peace talks. • 

The Feb. 11 agreement calls for 

an Israeli withdrawal from ter- 
ritories it occupied since the 1967 
Arab -Israeli war and for the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state con- 
federated with Iordan on the occ- 
upied West Bank in exchange for 
peace with Israel. 

King Hussein has supported 
Egyptian President Hosni Mub- 
arak's initiative calling for pre- 
liminary talks between the U-S. 
and a Jordanian-Palestinian neg- 
otiating team. 

On his arrival at Amman mil- 


ruit /-IHHIUlli OA1U UUJbl WipiUUO 1U LIU - 

the area next week to explore the itaiy airport, Mr. Arafat told Petra 
possibilities for eventual direct that the Feb. 11 accord was "an 


talks between Israel and a 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
to solve the Middle East problem, 
U.S. embassy sources said. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz may visit Amman and 
Cairo later depending the out- 
come of Mr. Murphy’s talks in the 
region, other U.S. sources said. 

Reports from Washington have 
indicated that Mr. Murphy’s visit 
to the region was primarily aimed 
at finding a common ground bet- 
ween the U.S. and Israeli ins- 
istence that they would not, sep- 
arately or collectively, talk with 
any members of the PLO and the 
Arab demand that the PLO sho- 
uld be included in any talks tow- 
ards settling the Palestinian pro- 
blem. 

Khaled A1 Hassan, a senior 


important achievement” and that 
the accord has been approved by 
the Fateh Revolutionary Council 
which met in Tunis last week. 

In Tunis, the 70-member Rev- 
olutionary Council approved the 
Feb. 11 accord with Jordan and 
stressed the importance of a full 
PLO representation at a future 
Middle East peace conference. 

Following the meeting in Tunis, 
Khaled AI Hassan told Reuter 
that the council's endorsement of 
the agreement was “final" and 
dismissed criticism of the agr- 
eement by hardline factions in the 
PLO. “There can be no argument 
now.” he was quoted as saying by 
Reuter. 

The council, in a statement Iss- 
ued after the meeting, stressed the 
importance of the Soviet Union 


and its role as a guarantor in the 
called-for international con- 
ference in the Middle EasL Such 
an international conference was 
the only framework for peace, the 
council statement said. 

The statement condemned a 
\jjS. policy in the Middle East, 
saying that Washington was“aun- 
ing at forming a joint a 

(Jordanian-Palestinian) del- 
egation, away from the PLO, with 
the objective of nullifying the lea- 
ding role of the PLO and its rep- 
resentation,” according to a Reu- 
ter dispatch from Tunis. 

In his statement to Petra upon 
arrival in Amman, Mr. Arafat also 
referred to the situation in Pal- 
estinian refugee camps in South 
Lebanon, which have the tar get of 
recent assaults by Israeli forces 
and their Lebanese militia allies, 
and said the “Zionist enemy has 
concentrated its savage attacks on 
AI Bass and Bourj Al Sbamali in ^ 
Tyre”, which are still under the 
Israeli occupation. 

The attacks, Mr. Arafat said, 
were coordinated with the 
Israeli-backed “South Lebanon 
Army" and .rebel fighters in the 
Falangist “Lebanese Forces" 
loyal to Samir Geagea, who broke 
away from the Falange Party lea- 
dership of Lebanese President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Mr. Arafat also told Petra the 
Israelis were also batching plots to 
evict Palestinian refugees living in 
Sidon and the ‘Ain Al Hilweh and 
Mieb Mieh camps in the southern 
Lebanese port city's suburbs. 

Sources close to Mr. Arafat said J 
he will be leaving Amman for T 
Baghdad, Kuwait and other Arab 
capitals in the region to hold talks 
on the latest developments in the 
area. 


Government to lift control on pricing 


. (Continued from page 1) 

sector to secure the availability of 
certain strategic commodities 
required by the local market- 

President of Amman Chamber 
of Industry Issam Bed air reviewed 
the demands of the industrial sec- 
tor, which included protection of 
local industry, promoting exports, 
offering incentives to exporters 
and regulating trade exchange. 

A debate followed in which 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Raja’i Muasher, Minister of Fin- 
ance Hana Oddi and Minister of 
Planning Abdullah Nsour par- 
ticipated. 

. Mr. Rifiai said- that the gov- 
ernment ^yta^d‘ c aftdpeo"door 
policy” in its dealings with the pri- 
vate sector and wfl] open the door 
for Jordanian expatriates to invest 


in development projects. 

Later, in an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Mr. Tabba’a exp- 
lained the obstacles that have 


tacle." 

The private sector, he said as a 
partner had to pay all kinds of 
taxes, whereas the government, a 


been hindering the private sector partner in a joint enterprise, was 
from contributing to its demanded exempt from paying taxes." 


role in the national economy. 

“The government's main task 
should be that of an observer and a 
financier of the economic activity 
something, which lacked under 
the former government,” he said. 

'The former government, at a 
time, “took over the role of the 


Referring to Mr. Rifafs ann- 
ouncement government plans to 
abolish fixed prices on most com- 
modities and retaining the fixed 
prices on the basic food com- 
modities Mr. Tabba'a said: “In 
terms of pricing the commodities 
the private sector believes that the 


private sector and became the government is responsible for 
merchant," Mr. Tabba’a said, providing the basic commodities 
“Thus the economic formula in with fixed prices taking into con- 
fhe ' country became Imbalanced sideration the average income " 
and the government became a par- « Yet, he added the Chamber of 
bier on an unjust basis especially Commerce believes that there are. 
since it was exempted from taxes luxurv commodities such as app- 
and from customs on the imports i eSi which the private sector could 
and this somehow created an obs- import and supply. 
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EXHIBITIONS 

" Omani book and paintings exhibition 
al Yarmouk University. 

* An exhfciiion of Spanish national cos- 
tumes at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL WEEK 

" Omani cultural week at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 

EXPOSITION 

' Exposition on French marines at the 
Holiday Inn in Aqaba. 

FRENCH FILM WEEK 

* French Bhn week at the Holiday laa in 
Aqaba. 

LECTURE 

* Mrs. Carrie Gu&tavson-Gaube will 
lecture on "The first results of the exc- 
avations 1984 and 1985 in Tell Esh- 
Sbune North' 1 at 8:00 pro. at the Goe- 
the Institute. 

CINEMA 

* "Paulina 1880" at 7:45 pro. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library — 641520 
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French Cultural Centre 637009 
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MUSEUMS 

FoUora Mombk Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerasfa (4tfa to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening bows: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Linos A mma n Club. Meetings every 
fira and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, I JO pm. 

Lions Phfladdpbiu Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Hotel, 7 JO pro. 
frWdphh Hotaiy Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 

Rotary Chrb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at die Intercontinental Hold. 2 flO pro. 
Royal Au tt umbie Club. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Code. Tel 8152 61. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel 624590. 

Church of tire Aiumnrtarion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdcfa. 637440. 

De la SaOc Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church at the Anmmdstkm (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdati, 623541. 

Anglian Church (Church of the Red- 
eener) Jabal Amman. 625383. 
Armenian CattwMr Church AshraSeh. 
771331. 

Annan tan Orthodox Cfaurcb Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Churdr (Syrian Ort- 
hodox )l Asfarafieh. 771751. ' 

Amman Intermtioael Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in ShmeisanL 816534. 

Evangelical Luthers Church, Jabal 
Amman. 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Smir), 
Tel: 811295 
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0840 Beirut (RJ) 
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. MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-tine ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Qumrian Star 

— Golden Singapore 

— Euro Express 

— AJ Kindi 

— Jarash 

— Omit 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324 (six tines) at your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by she Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wfl) be fine with northwe s t er ly mod- 
erate winds. In Aqaba, winds wfl] be 
northerly moderate and sea calm. 

LowAgfc temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 9/23 

Aqaba -17/30 

Deserts 9/27 

Jordan Valley ; 16/29 

iMONEY EXCHANGE 

Load seWbuy rases fa fils' 

Belgian franc 65/ 655 

Dutch guflder 114.6/ 115 5 

Egyptian guinea -1—300/ 304 

French franc 42 21 42 J 

Iraqi dinar 4466/ 4543 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.4/ 20.7 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1593/ 160.6 

Kuwaiti dinar 13464/ 13533 ■ 

Lebanese lira 223/ 233 

Omani riyal L_ 11733/ 1180 

Qatari riyal 112 Al 113 

Saudi riyal 112 fit 113.6 

Swedish crown 44.7/ 45.1 

Swiss franc — U2.fi/ 153^ 

Syrian tin 35/ 362 

UAE dirham 1103/ 111.2 

UK. sterling pound 4893/ 493.7 

US. dollar . 406/ 4083 

W. German mark 1283/ 1293 


2349 24 Hours: Newt Summary 2330 
Science in Action 2448 Nrars Summary 
8805 Music Now 8845 GoH&mt 
6141 Worid News 0LO9 The Work! 
Today 0145 Book Choice 8130 Sacred 
Symphonies 8148 Reflections 8145 
Spom Round-up 8248 Worid News; 
Commentary 8235 From the Weeklies 
8238 The Elements of Music 

AMMAN AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

1038 Aqaba (RJ) 

1038 Cairo (RJ) 

1845 — Kuwaut (RJ) 

1045 - -Jeddah (RJ) 

1045 ——Cairo (RJ) 

1148 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

1148 Beirut (RJ) 

13:15 Muscat, Dubai, Abii Dhabi, ■ 
Doha (GF) 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman goveznorate 891228 

Civil Defence Amman 198, 199 

CivD Defence Irbid 193, 199 

Civfl Deface Ouwetaneh 770733 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Am man downtown fire brigade 

- — 7 . 622090 

Fhst axi 630341 

Blood bank 775121 

Chul Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue — 192,621111,637777 

PolicB headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 656390-1 

Electric Power Co. 636381-2 

Mhoicqnl water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia InL Airpon ..(08)53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussem Medical Centre _ 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Anm 644281-4 
Akflefa Maternity, J, Amman 642441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmenani 664171-4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

University Homital 845845 

Dm Al-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AJ -Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdati 665292 

Al-Ahii, Abdah : 664164 

Italian, Al-Muhajiecn 777101-3 

Al-Basfair, J. Ashrafkfa 775111 

Army, Maxka 891611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Atif Dabbas 668384 


Dr. Awni Hawamdeh 

Grand Arabian pharmacy , 

Kras pharmacy 

Mreaa pharmacy ... 

Al Hawamdeh pharmacy . 

Abdati pharmacy .... 

Yannouk pharmacy 

Iyad pharmacy .... 

TAXIS: 

Khayyam taxi 

Bassnn taxi IT... ". 

Siyaha taxi 

Hussem taxi 

KhoJdoun taxi ”” 

Ahti buri 

AJ-Kooz taxi 

IRBID: 

Dr- Mam Abu Baker 
Tubehfaat pharmacy 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Hfeham Hiyasat 

Treq pharmacy 


.274699 


general 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan .. ™ 

trfTourimi~" “ 

Hotel complaints 

Price complains 
Telephone: 
uuDDnation .... 

Cable or telegram 
Repair service ■ 


market prices 


Upper, Anver prise 1 
Apple 


Banana (Mukammar) _ 

Bean 

Broad beans 


Carrot (yd low) 

Ctarot (black) 

Cauliflower 

Cucumber (iaree) Z 

Cucumber (snail) 


II 

Grapefruit 

Lemon ■ 


280/240 

240/210 

320 / 280 

120/ 90 

200/150 

— 140/110 
— 140/110 
— 130/110 
— 100/ S0‘ 
— 160/140 
— 160/120 
— 160/120 

— 230/200 

— 200/160 
— . 150/120 


Mallow 

Mandarin 

Marrow (huge) ._ 

Marrow (snail) — " 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) “ 

Oranges (Shammomj) 

Peas 

Prats (American) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Popper (hot) 

Potatoes (local) 

Radishes 


Tomatoes 

T timtp 


420 / 380 

200/160 

150/120 

- — 220/180 
- — 180/150 

140/110 

230/200 

60/ 60 
.. — 320/280 

600 / 540 

- — 250/200 
. — 500 / 450 

160/130 

80/ 60 

. — 130 / 100 

120/100 

90/ 60 


— Kuwait (Kl 

Cairo (M 

— Jeddah (S> 


Ifcflt ... 
Ifcl5 
17:15 
18*8 
1*30 _ 
2830 

18s48 

18*8 ... 

19-38 

28-J8 „ 

2L88 . n 

ZL25 

8W6 

02:15 


DEPARTURES 

25 Amsterdam (K 

2*w; ; Beaut 


■ Rio de Janeiro, \IA>\ 
New York, Vienna (RJ) 
~ Frankfort (RJ) 
Lo«loq,Pare<Rjj 

— Cairo (RJ) 

Being (MEA) 

....Athens (OA) 

— Cairo (RJ) 


QfcS Dam «eu*, Athens (OA) 

Lamaca, Zurich (SR) 

lfc * (GfT’ 

ISM ’ 

17:00 Kitwiit (KU) 


"" ^r-- Kuwait 


Wtahran ( 

Bahrain, Abu Dhabi I 

Jeddah ( 

Dubai, Karachi ( 
Cairo ( 

Baghdadi 




M 


\xLt> 
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Princess 
Basma opens 
new classes 
for hearing 
impaired 

ZARQA (Petra) — Her Highness 
Princess Basina Wednesday ope- 
ned new classes at the Zanja 
hearing-impaired society. During 
her visit to the society. Princess 
Basma was briefed on the modem 
audio equipment used at the cen- 
tre and also inspected its various 
sections. The J D 6,000 equipment 
was donated by the Amman Rot- 
ary Club in support of the society 
President of the charitable soc- 
ieties federation in Zarqa Mr. Jazi 
Ai Majali delivered a speech dur- 
ing a ceremony held on the occ- 
asion. He welcomed Princess 
Basma and outlined the fed- 
eration’s future goals and asp- 
irations including an aim to est- 
ablish a recreational area and a 
national park for the public of 
Zarqa as well as supporting cha- 
ritable societies in the city. 

Also speaking on the occasion 
was the head of the Amman Rot-' 
aiy Club Sa racer Seiqali who poi- 
nted out the club's activities in 
supporting various charitable soc- 
ieties which look after needy and 
handicapped people. 

Chairman of the Zarqa 
Hearing-Impaired Society Moh- 
ammad Al Sukhun said chat the 
society has implemen ted part of its 
plans and is looking forward to 
providing more and better ser- 
vices to hearing-impaired chi- 
ldren. He also thanked Princess 
Basma for patronising the cel- 
ebration. 

Attending the ceremony were 
the Ministry of Labour and Social 1 
Development under-secretary, 
the Zarqa district governor, the 
chairman of the Zarqa Dev- 
elopment Corporation, the pre- 
sident and members of the Zarqa 
chamber of commerce and a num- 
ber of invited guests. 

Symposium on children 

Princess Basma will Saturday 
open a symposium on the role of 
voluntary societies in meeting the 
needs of children and youth in 
Jordan which will be held by the 
Queen Al ia Jordan Social Welfare 
Fund'(QAJSWF) in cooperation 
with the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation (IPPF). 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Three die in week’s road accidents 

AMMAN*(Petra) — Three people were killed and another 93 
persons were injured during last week's road accidents, according, 
to the Public Security Department weekly bulletin. The bulletin 
said that 122 of the total number of accidents took place in 

Amman 

PSD incinerates seized narcotics 

■* 

AMMAN (Petra) — JD half a million worth of narcotics were 
burnt Wednesday in the kilns of the Jordan Cement Company, 
according to sources at the Public Security Department (PSD). 
The sources said that final sentences have been passed against . 
those convicted in dealing with the drugs. The narcotics com- 
prised 1,361,010 tablets of captagon, 977 grammes of hashish, 13 
grammes of heroin and 247 other tablets. The burning operation 
was carried out under the supervision of the assistant director of 
public security. 

Court sentences heroin traffickers 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military conn has sentenced Mustafa 
Ail Ramadan to eight years in prison with hard labour for tra- 
fficking heroin. Mohammad Omar, a fugitive from the law, was 
also sentenced by the court to life imprisonment with hard labour 
on a similar charge. The military governor endorsed the sen- 
tences. 

Laham pledges support for hotels 

AMMAN (Petra) — Acting Director of the Tourism Authority 
Rafiq Al Laham said that the government will work towards 
improving the level of domestic and foreign tourism and will also 
do its utmost to handle all issues to help hotels maintain their 
standards. This was announced during a meeting of the Jordan 
Hotels Association general assembly held Wednesday at the 
Ammoun Hotel. A new two-year administrative board was ele-. 
cted during the meeting. 

Sharkas inaugurates book exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — The director general of the department of 
Libraries; Documentation and National Archives (DLDNA), Dr. 
Ahmad Sharkas, Wednesday opened a book exhibition at Al 
Qadesla college. The exhibition, which runs for one week, falls 
within Jordan’s celebrations of national book week. 


Amin discusses preparations 
for Arab Environment Day 

IRBID (Petra) — Preparations approaching and suggested that 
for ‘Arab Environment Da/, entrances to villages and cities 
which is due to be held April 24 should be restructured, cleaned 
were discussed in Irbid Gov- and maintained to improve the 
eroorate Wednesday- attractiveness of towns. 

Irbid Governor Mohammad Ali Mr.SoufianAITell.idirectoriof 
A Amin stressed the need for dir- the Environment Department at 
ect cooperation between gov- the Ministry of Municipal, Rural 
eminent departments and the Affairs and the Environment, 
public in order to keep the env- announced that the department 
ironment healthy and dean. Mr. has completed a working paper on 
Amin called for a hygiene cam- problems and solutions to env- 
paign, especially since summer is ironmental hygiene. 



PRINCE HASSAN VISITS CAMPUS: 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Uni- 
versity of Jordan President Abdul Satan Al Majali 
(left) Wednesday listen to a briefmg on the Uni- 
versity of Jordan's present programmes and spe~ 




cialisatkms, its future plans and the services it pro- 
vides in scientific research fields. Prince ffagea n was 
also briefed on various scientific projects and then 
paid a visft to the nuclear accelerator at the Physics 
Department of the Faculty of Science. (Petra photo) 


Amman Municipality, ADC plan to 
upgrade old quarter downtown 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Amman Mun- 
icipality is planning to establish a 
public park and a children's lib- 
rary at the site of the old mun- 
icipality building and Philadelphia 
Hotel, which was recently app- 
ropriated by the government, an 
authoritative source at Amman 
Municipality said Wednesday. 

The source told the Jordan 
Times that a building from the old , 
municipality, on the eastern side 
of the site, will be pulled down as 1 
part of the project. The building 
previously housed the health aff- 
airs department. 

This building, in addition to half 
of the old Philadelphia Hotel, 
which was purchased for app- 
roximately JD one million, are in 
the process of being demolished, 
the source added. 

Amman Development Cor- 
poration (ADC) Director General 
Sami AI Rashid has recently ann- 
ounced that the ADC is in the pro- 
cess of drawing up studies and 
final designs to upgrade the region 
between the old municipality bui- 
lding and Raghadan bridge in 


down town A mman . 

Mr. Rashid said that the cost of 
the project is estimated at JD 12.5 
million and that it is expected to be 
completed after two stages, each 
stage lasting 30 months. The first 
stage will cost J D six million while 
the second stage will cost JD six 
and a half million, he said. 

The project, when imp- 
lemented. is expected to give the 
oldest quarter of the city a touch of 


beauty, besides highlighting the 
touristic and archaeological side 
of the city, Mr. Rashid said. The 
region, which is the eastern ent- 
rance to Amman, includes several 
historical sites such as the Roman 
Amphitheatre, the stage and the 
mermaid's path. * 

The project will also include car 
parking facilities, stores, a public 
park, children's playgrounds and 
recreation areas for the public. 


Badawi concludes official visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian* 
Assistant Foreign Minister Abdul 
Halim Badawi left Amman Wed- 
nesday afternoon after a several- 
day visit to Jordan during which he 
met with a number of senior Jor- 
danian officials. 

Mr. Badawi said in a statement 
to the Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, that his visit to Jordan was 
successful and pointed out that 
preparations were made for the 
meetings of the Jordan ian- 
Egyptian joint committee, sch- 
eduled to be held in Amman tow- 
ards the end of April under the 
chairmanship of the prime rain- 


. • . ■ i . • ■■ -v- < " ■ i* . i i , 

Queen Alia Fund — a vital cbritr^utor tb social progress, development 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 
Special to the Jordan Times 

On the occasion of Jordan's Social Work Week, the Jordan Times 
outlines die activities of the Queen Alia Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
which, under the chairmanship of Her Highness Princess Basma, 
plays an important and active role in providing assistance to needy 
sectors of society. 


AMMAN — In almost every dev- 
eloping country, the race for mod- 
ernisation and industrial dev- 
elopment tends to leave vital asp- 
ects of the social structure in a neg- 
lected state, and, as the race gat- 
hers momentum, it becomes inc- 
reasingly difficult to make up for 
the gap between social dev- 
elopment and the implementation 
of modernisation programmes. 

A well-defined and balanced, 
central approach towards tackling' 
the problem from its very roots 
and following it up with effective ' 

y long-term programmes to involve 

> as many citizens as possible in soc- 
ial work should be one of the nat- 
ional priorities of every dev- 
eloping country, and this is pre- 
cisely what the Uueen Alia Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund has been 
doing over the years, says Dr. 
Zaki Ayoubi, a member of the 
board of trustees of the fund. 

In a preface to the fund’s annual 
report for 1984, Her Highness 
Princess Basma, chairperson of 
the board of trustees, says, “Jor- 
1 damans are increasingly aware of 
the assertion by His Majesty King 
Hussein that the essence of pro- 
gress and development cannot be 
measured in terms of material 
aspects, but rather in terms of 

> human effort, the extent of peo- 
ple's involvement and disciplined 
work.” 

'Hie aim of the fund, which was 
established in 1978, is to “mob- 
ilise the various sectors of vol- 
untary social work to meet basic 
social needs and to participate in • 
the development of the Jordanian 
society,” adds Princess Basma. 


Fruitful year 

“The past year had been one of 
the most fruitful years for the 
fund; thanks to the tireless efforts 
of Her Highness Princes Basma,” 
Dr. Ayoubi told the Jordan Tunes. 
“We saw a number of ambitious 
projects take physical shape and 
now we intend to concentrate our 
efforts on assessing the results of 
what we have been doing and to 
offer further assistance to ensure 
that the projects achieve their des- 
ired objectives as well as continue 
to extend our technical and fin- 
ancial support for private vol- 
untary organisations, especially in 
the rural areas.” 

In its annual report for 1984, 
the fund recalls that its most out- 
standing accomplishments include 
the setting up of eight centres off- 
ering a wide range of services and 
facilities and special education for 
the physically handicapped, deaf 
and mentally retarded and social 
se vices for rural women and chi- 
ldren. The centres, which are now 
being run by Jordanian org- 
anisations. include the Amman 
Centre for Education and Reh- 
abiliation of the Physically Han- 
dicapped, the Yarmouk Centre 
for Education and Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Handicapped, Al 
Raja Centre for Education and 
Rehabilitation of the deaf in Yaj- 
ouz, the Mu'ta Centre for Special 
Education in Karak and four basic 
social services centres in Mad aba, 
Hisban, Ma'een and Mleih. A 
ninth project, the Mafraq Centre 
for Social Services, is expected to 
be completed in the second half of 


r The Queen Alta Jordan Social Welfare Fund centre In Amman (J.T. 
file photo.) 


this year. 

Financial assistance 

Some of these centres have 
been established with financial 
assistance from various Arab gov- 
ernments while the others are par- 
tly financed by the fund itself. For 
instance, the Amman aod Yar- 
mouk centres were built with ass- 
istance from the government of 
the Sultanate of Oman, Ai Raja 
Centre was financed by the gov- 
ernment of Qatar and the Iraqi 
government offered financial aid 
to help the fund set up Al Mufa 
Centre, the report said. 

The four basic social services 
centres in the Madaba region were 
jointly financed by the fund aod 
the Can las Society, the ■ report 
added. 

As the names suggest, the 
Amman and Yarmouk centres 
care for the physically han- 
dicapped by providing them with 
educational, medical, cultural and 
recreational facilities to make 
“the handicapped people useful' 
members of the society,” Dr. 
Ayoubi said. “Every citizen has 
his or her own role in society and 
being handicapped should not be a 
barrier for them to be integrated 
into the mainstream of social dev-, 
elopment,” he said. 

Al Rala Centre in Yajouz offers 
special education services through 
various facilities to about 1 00 deal 
children while the Muf a Centre 
offers similar services to 60 men- 
tally retarded children. 

Kindergartens, adult-literacy 
programmes, health and social 
education and vocational training 
programmes are the focus of the 
four centres in the Madaba region. 
Most of these programmes are 
primarily aimed at rural women 
and chOdren. 

Extending support 

“Establishing such centres and 
setting them in motion is only pan 
of the fund's activities,” said Dr. 
Ayoubi. According to its 1984 
report, the fund was also busy ext- 
ending technical and financial 
support for various private vol-. 
lintary organisations. It also org- 
anised training courses to develop 
the skills of personnel working 
with the disabled, kindergarten 
teachers and leaders and adm- 
inistrative staff of these org- 
anisations, the report said. 

In April 1984, the fond, in coo- 
peration with the Ministry of Lab- 
our and-Social Development, held 
a symposium on the various social 
service institutions in Jordan and; 
drew up a comprehensive study. It 
also prepared a study on the level 
of training of personnel working, 



Her Highness Princess Basma 

with the physically handicapped 
and arranged for a two-week visit 
by directors of institutions for the 
disabled to similar organisations 
in Britain. 

A total of 78 Jordanian org- 
anisations benifitted from the 
fund’s technical assistance pro- 
grammes and 60 of these ins- 
titutions also received financial 
assistance. The fund's report said 
about JD 71,000. was spent to 
support projects of these 60 org- 
anisations, from Irbid in the north 
to Karak and Ma'an in the south of 
the Kingdom- 

The financial aid offered also 
covered a varied range of activities 
by the institutions. For instance, 
some organisations received funds 
to complete their building plans, 
while some others received toys, 
books, furniture etc. Still, some 
other centres, which offer voc- 
ational training programmes in 
typing, sewing or weaving were 
supplied with equipment to sup- 
port and expand their activities. 

The fund’s technical assistance 
is offered in three forms: con- 
sultations and advice, engineering 
assistance and training of per- 
sonnel. 

The fund’s “social work team" 
pays periodical visits to various 
institutions and set up con- 
sultation sessions with the people 
running them to discuss various 
aspects of the programmes. The 
team reviews the programmes and 
sugges itfhat could be done to imp- 
rove them or to introduce new 
programmes, thus paving the way 
for financial assistance, if needed, 
to support such activities. 

The engineering assistance off- 
ered by the fund is mainly tec- 
hnical details and advice on how to 
go about expanding the area ava- 
ilable to the centres, and how to 
best utilise available facilities. 

Seminars, training courses 

In addition, various personnel 
from these institutions are invited 


to attend symposiums, seminars 
and training courses in specialised 
fields to acquaint them with new 
skills and techniques in dealing 
with the physically handicapped, 
the deaf and the mentally retarded 
and ways to improve their work in 
their respective fields. 

In effect the fund assumes the 
role of an umbrella organisation 
guiding and assisting the work of 
private voluntary organisations 
through a well-defined approach,' 
in conformity with Jordan’s five-s 
year development plans. Dr. 
Ayoubi said. “Apart from ext- 
ending support to existing org- 
anisations, we also encourage the 
establishment of more and more 
centres of similar nature in the 
rural areas to reach as many cit- 
izens as possible”, he said. 

The fund's annual report sets 
out a working plan for 2985 and 
outlines its proposed programmes-, 
for the year 1985 in three fields: 

Projects: To evaluate the ser- 
vices and programmes offered and 
carried out at the eight existing 
projects and maintain technical 
and financial assistance to ensure 
that these projects achieve their 
goals, and also to determine the 
priorities of projects in line with 
Jordan's next five-year dev- 
elopment plan (1986-1990). 

Support to voluntary org- 
anisations: To focus more on the 
rural and remote areas and offer 
support to voluntary organisations 
there. The fund has selected 60 
voluntary organisations to offer 
assistance in the year 1985. 

Studies, research and seminars: 
a symposium on the ’‘Org- 
anisation and Management in 
Special Education” was held in. 


TO LET 

Two bedroom furnished partments. 6th Circle, opp- 
osite Garden City (no telephone). Rent JD 2,500.- per 
year. 

Tel. 817121 


.THE EVANGELICAL LUTHEREN CHURCH 
CENTRE IN AMMAN 
Cordially invites 

All Ev. Luth. English and German speaking persons 
to the ecumenical services on Good Friday & Easter 
as follows: 

1 ) Good Friday service 1 2-4-1 985 at 1 1 a.m. with Holy 
Communion. 

2) Easter Morning service, 14-4-1985 at 9.30 a.m. 

3) The ordinary Sunday ecumenical service is held at 
6 p.m. 

For more information, please phone Rev. Numan 
Smlr. 

■ Telephone 811295 ■ 


Obeid returns from 
sea-land transport 
talks in Egypt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Transport Farhi 
Obeid returned to Amman Wednesday after an. 
official visit to Egypt during which he discussed 
procedures and arrangements for operating a 
land-sea link between Jordan and Egypt. 


The minister told the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, that he con- 
ducted a series of talks with 
Egyptian Minister of Transport 
and Communications and Sea 
Transport Suleiman Mutwalli and 
a number of senior officials.' The 
talks focussed on preparations to 
operate the projected line, in- 
cluding defining dates and 
anangements-of travel proce- 
dures, Mr. Obeid said. They also 
discussed the regular tourist route 
betwen the two capitals which is 
expected to start working soon 
after the joint inauguration of the 
ferryboat line on April 25 by King 
Hussein and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in the presence 
of Sultan Qaboos of Oman. 

The minister said that the 
Egyptian side approved several 
documents supporting the sea- 
land transport agreement and 
new sub-contracts related to car- 
go transport and tourist travel. 

He said that the projected line 
is expected to boost the volume 
of trade exchange between the- 
rwo countries and will reduce 
cargo expenses, freight and travel 


fees by 50 per cent. 

The mi nisi er said that both 
sides have also agreed to extend 
the validity of insurance docu- 
ments inside each other's borders 
to include passengers, cargo, 
trucks and cars. 

Regarding the difference in 
prices of petroleum products, Mr. 
Obeid said that an agreement has 
been reached on the issue and 
that it will be disclosed in due 
course. 

The minister refuted a claim 
that Alia, the Royal Jordanian 
Airline, and the Egyptian airline 
would be affected by the new 
sea-land link and said that he 
believes the two companies 
would receive a boost due to 
“tourism impetus” and the inevit- 
able increase of numbers of pas- 
sengers from neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Obeid met Egyptian Prime 
Minister Kamal Hassan Ali and 
tackled issues to be discussed 
during the supreme joint commit- 
tee meetings which are expected 
to convene in Amman this 
month. 


> isters of the two countries. The 
committee will discuss ach- 
ievements with respect to rel- 
ations between the two countries 
and will also discuss new fields for 
bilateral cooperation, according 
to Mr. Badawi. 

He expressed hope that the ina- 
uguration of the sea-land link 
between the two countries, sch- 
eduled for April 25, will open the 
way for further cooperation. Mr. 
Badawi was seen off at the airport 
by Foreign Ministry Secretary^ 
General Saleh Al Zu'bi, Egyptian' 
Ambassador in Amman Ihab 
Wahbeh and embassy staff. 


WAJ managers complete 
administration workshop 


cooperation with the United Nat- 
ions Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNE- 
SCO) in March. It was attended by 
experts from Jordan and a number 
of Arab countries. 

A seminar on the “role of vol- 
untary organisations in meeting 
the needs of childhood and ado- 
lescence” is being scheduled to be 
held this week. 

The International Parenthood 
Federation, the Jordan University 
and Yarmouk University and var- 
ious. concerned ministries and 
departments are cooperating with 
the fund in organising the seminar. 

Another symposium, on the 
“Role of Community Dev- 
elopment Centres in Serving their 
Local Communities" is scheduled 
.to be held laLer this year. 

The main source of finance for 
the fond to support its pro- 
grammes is earnings from inv- 
estments and private con- 
tributions from local and Arab 
sources. In 1984, the fond spent 
about JD 245,000 on its projects 
and financial support to various 
institutions. 

The board of trustees of the 
fond is headed by Prince Basma 
and includes Mrs. In'am Mufti, 
special adviser to Her Majesty 
Queen Not, Mr. Walid Asfour, 
former minister of industry and 
trade. Alia, the Royal Airline Jor- 
danian Airline, Chairman Ali 
Ghaodour, Jordan Television 
Director General Munir Durrah 
and businessmen Sa’ad Al Tal and 
Mr. Hassan Mango, jn addition to 
the serving ministers of labour and 
social development, finance, pla- 
nning and industry and trade, and 
Dr. Ayoubi. 


By Olga MUkhael 
Special to the Jonha Tfaneq 

The workshop, jointly org- 
anised by the WAJ and the World 
Health Organisation ( WHO), was 
held to prepare senior WAJ man- 
agers to train staff and personnel 
at the authority with the aim of 
improving their skills and eff- 
iciency and strengthening human 
resources at the WAJ. and he the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO), was held to prepare sen- 
ior WAJ managers to train staff 
and personnel at the authority 
with the aim of improving rheir 
skills and efficiency and, str- 
engthening human .resources at 
the WAJ. ■ • - *T»-mn 

“The ultimate aim of the wor- 
kshop is to set and define the aut- 
hority’s plans to achieve the major 
goal of water and sewerage for all 
by 1990.” Mr. Howard Gibson, 
workshop organiser and WHO 
management specialist told the 
Jordan Times. This in turn, he 
added, is part of the United Nat- 
ion's international drinking water 
supply and sanitation decade, 
1981-1990, and- WHO’s “health 
for all by 2000" campaign. 

During the workshop, ten sen- 


ior managers were given training, 
sessions in order to become WAJ 
management trainers and to sub- 
sequently hold further workshops 
for other colleagues. 

. Under the motto of the ’right 
man in the right place,' WAJ Pre- 
sident Mr. Mohammad Saleh Al 
Keflani has instructed these ten 
managers to run one week man- 
agement action planning wor- 
kshops for 20 other middle man- 
. agers working at the authority. 

“During the workshop we tried 
to research management tools and 
approaches which other countries 
and institutions had found to be 
successful and to choose those 
-which culturally are adaptable to 
the WAJ,” Mr. Gibson said. “It 
has been proved that in public 
administration, it is much better to 
emphasise manpower rather than 
task management,” Mr. Gibson 
said. It is necessary, he continued, 
to attract, motivate and retain 
good staff to give their best and to 
create better results by addressing 
areas of interest. 

At the end of the workshop the 
WAJ president held a graduation 
ceremony in which he distributed 
certificates to the participants. 


Italian envoy lectures on Arab 
influences in Sicily’s culture 

„ _ „ „ . intellectuals such as Ibr 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Outgoing Italian 
Ambassador to Jordan Marquise 
Fabrizio Rossi Longhi Wednesday 
gave a lecture on “Frederick II, 
Emperor of Sicily... a link between 
Eastern and Western Civ- 
ilisations.” In his lecture, the 
ambassador outlined the various 
impacts Arab -Islamic cultures bad 
on Sicily and the rest of Europe 
and Mr. Longhi said that Fre- 
derick II was a main figure in pro- 
moting Arab civilisation and int- 
roducing it to Europe. 

Mr. Longhi, who was add- 
ressing an audience at the Faculty 
of Technology and Engineering at 
the University of Jordan, added 
that Frederick's knowledge of Lhe 
Arabic language gave him a deep 
insigh L into Arabic poetry, lit- 
erature and scientific ach- 
ievements. Arab scientists and 


intellectuals such as Ibn Kha- 
Idoon, AJ-Idrissi, Al Farabi and 
Al Ghazzali gave Frederick II ins- 
piration in modelling Sicily, Mr. 
Longhi said. 

Mr. Longhi went on to say that 
Frederick fl promoted legal and 
fiscal reforms and expanded ind- 
ustry and commerce following his 
direct contacts with Arab- 
dvilisations ' at that time. The 
ambassador said that even Fre- 
derick’s court at Palermo was of 
oriental splendour. Also, his deep 
fascination with Arab- Islamic pol- 
itical institutions and their power 
of law made Frederick endorse 
them upon his return from a third 
crusade to Sicily. “Frederick II 
even introduced harems into his 
court and sought the advice of 
poets in the same way that Arabs 
at lhai time did,” Mr. Longhi said. 
Mr. Longhi concluded that Fre- 
derick II was a great figure of cul- 
tural unity between the Eastern 
and the Western cultures. 
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Words are not enough 

UPON Jordan's request, the Arab League met in Tunis on 
Monday and Tuesday to discuss the situation in South Lebanon 
and what could be done to end the suffering of the Palestinians 
in the refugee camps there. As the meetings were going on, 
reports of more fighting and more shelling of the camps were 
continuing to come in. These camps have been the target of 
attacks by dissident Falangist forces and the Israeli army which 
have also attacked the Lebanese government troops in the 
Sidon region. 

Apart from the shelling and bombing raids in Sidon and 
north of it, the Israelis continue their atrocities against the 
inhabitants of South Lebanon, demolishing homes, det a ini n g 
people and innocent civilians and wreaking further havoc thr- 
oughout the occupied area. The "iron fist" plicy, the Israelis 
like to call it. 

What Lebanon needs at the moment is speedy solutions and 
quick actions that can alleviate the sufferings of the people and 
end the Israeli occupation. What the Arab countries are req- 
uired to do is to extend support to Lebanon’s government to 
help it assume control over all parts of the country and offer 
protection to the Palestinian refugees in the south. 

The call for the .Arab council meeting came from Jordan 
because the Kingdom cannot be but truly concerned about the 
fate of those refugees towards whom Jordan feels a special 
commitment. The call and the meeting were only a beginning 
and a first step. What should be done is in fact tfie more 
important issue. 

The meeting is now over, and the Arab delegates condemned 
the attacks on the civilians and the refugees and they also 
denounced the United States' policy in Lebanon because it 
continues to provide protection to Israel, encouraging the Zio- 
nist state to pursue its criminal acts. The Arab council has also 
decided to take the matter up with the U.N. Security Council 
and Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

But what we had hoped for was more concrete measures and 
practical steps that could offer Lebanon and its people the hope 
and encouragement that they need to fight the occupation and 
restore their unity and sovereignty and at the same time give 
the Palestinians the protection they so badly need and require 
from all of us. 

After all. the fate of the refugees is a matter of national 
interest and joint Arab efforts are required wherever such 
interests are concerned. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Deir Yassin — a Zionist crime 


TUESDA Y MARKED anoiher«mniven>ary of ihe massacre of Arab 
inhabitant in ihe Palestinian town of Deir Yassin in W4S at the 
hands of ihe Zionists who invaded Palestine. The killing of so many 
men, women and children in that massacre was aimed at terrorising 
the rest of the Arab population and forcing them to abandon their 
, homeland. That massacre was the beginning of a long series of 
massacres committed by the Israelis against the Palestinians in and 
outside Palestine. 

Deir Yassin stands out as a witness to the barbaric and atrocious 
nature of the Zionist enemv which continues to commit crimes aca- 
insi the Arab population of Palestine since ly4N. The killing"of 
innocent civilians in cold blood paved the way for the murderers to 
assume power in Israel, thus presenting to the whole world strong 
proof that the Zionist state has been established on bloodshed, and 
founded on the ruins of Arab homes and Palestinian suffering. 

l”he terrorists who committed the crimes and later assumed the 
leadership ol the Zionist state found friends among other nations 
who continue to provide them with the means for continuing their 
atrocities today against the Arab people in Palestine. Lebanon and 
other neighbouring states. 

Al Dustour: Iran resists peace 

IT IS regrettable to see U.N. Secretary General Ja\ier Perez de 
Cuellar failing in his mission to end the Gulf War. His failure fol- 
lowing talks with leaders in Tehran and Baghdad is no doubt due to 
Iran's intransigence and its desire to pursue the fighting unless its 
own demands are fulfilled. 

The regime in Tehran realises that it will be impossible for its 
demands to be met because they cclurly violate international pri- 
nciple-. and laws, and despite that the Iranians reiterated their dem- 
ands to the U.N. chiet. and so wrecked his peace-making mission. 
Many peace mediators before De Cuellar have failed to make the 
Iranians budge from their positions and opt lor peace, though like De 
Cuellar, the peace mediators went to Tehran with good will and 
genuine desire to see an end to the bloodshed. 

Sawt A l Shaab: Revising economic policies 


PRIME MINISTER Zaid Al Rilai Wednesday embarked on a series 
of meetings with representatives or various economic activities in 
Jordan to discuss ways of overcoming problems and obstacles imp- 
eding the revival of the economy which faced difficulties recently. 
Needless to say that the present government has inherited a very 
difficult economic situation resulting from random planning and 
confused ways of handling economic problems that cropped up in the 
past. The country also has been affected by the world economic 
recession and bore part of the adverse results of the Gulf War and its 
impact on the Arab Gulf states. Jordan is a country with meagre 
natural resources and. so it becorpes imperative upon its leaders to 
find effective means, and to adopt wise methods lor investment to 
lessen the economic burden. 

The government is now keen on revising previous plans and eco- 
nomic projects in the light of the discouraging results (hey led to. Of 
course, the government will direct its attention to the private sector, 
which has Lhe most influential effect on the economic activities of 
Jordan. Helping the private sector to flourish again means building 
bridges of mutual trust with the government and launching genuine 
cooperation for serving the national interests. 

The King's letter to the prime minister provided for this orientation 
and the government is now embarking on the new task with det- 
ermination to bring about more progress for the country. 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 

The Zionist 


SAN FRANCISCO — THE 
TWO big Middle Eastern news 
items in the American press 
late in March were the Iran- 
Iraq war and the ravages per- 
petrated by the Israeli army in 
southern Lebanon. The cov- 
erage of both says something 
about changing attitudes in the 
American media on the Middle 
East. 

When that terrible war 
broke out in September 1980, 
the U.S. media reflected fear 
that the war could provoke 
another oil crisis. Today that 
fear has vanished. The Ame- 
rican media now reflect a belief 
that no matter what happens in 
the war. oil for Western eco- 
nomies will not be cat- 
astrophically affected. There is 
a tremendous amount of 
non-Middie Eastern oil now 
being lifted and refined, and 
with" demand down, no sho- 
rtage is anticipated. 

Does this mean the Ame- 
rican media are indifferent to 


who “wins” in that war? No. 
One can see from major tel- 
evision coverage that the 
media are quite content that, 
once again, Iraq has beaten, 
back an Iranian onslaught'. 
There are no more suggestions 
as there were in 1980 that 
maybe an Iranian victory 
would not be so bad — sug- 
gestions made because Iraq 
•was considered perhaps the 
most determined opponent of 
Israel in the Middle East. Now 
Iranian fanaticism is seen as the 
top enemy in the Middle East, 
and Iraq is definitely regarded 
as a lesser enemy. 

But the dislike of Iranian 
fanaticism is not reflected in 
the usual approval of Israeli 
policy in southern Lebanon. 
The press has reported in 
broad and accurate detail the 
killing of Lebanese villagers by 
Israelis frantically shooting at 
any target they see. It has rep- 
orted on Israeli depredations 
against mosques, like playing 


lobby is 

disco music from minaret lou- 
dspeakers. And it has reacted 
with anger and astonishment at 
the killing of two journalists 
workiog for the CBS television 
network. And even though the 
two men killed were Lebanese 
and not Americans, the Arae : 
rican media world reamed with 
outrage. 

Six years ago soldiers of the 
late Nicaraguan dictator shot 
an American journalist ia the 
back as he lay on the ground. 
Millions of people saw ft. That 
was a turning point in Somoza's 
fate. American public opinion 
turned against him. 

Killing of a few more people 
might sound like nothing to 
Arab people in the Middle East 
who have suffered so much kil- 
ling and tragedy. But as history 
Leaches us, mass killings can 
often make no historical dif- 
ference, but little incidents can. 

Little as this incident was in 
southern Lebanon, it came at 
the same time as the American 


By Franz Schurmann 


as powerful as ever 


public saw on their screens Isr- 
aeli soldiers acting little dif- 
ferent from the Germans in 
Poland forty five years ago. 
One haste understand this cur- 
ious desire of Americans to 
have heroes. . It is a part of our 
■history. For more than four 
decades, the Jews who flocked 
to Palestine were presented to 
the American" people as brave 

freedom fightSrs trying to find 
a home for an oppressed peo- 
ple. We Christians had opp- 
ressed the Jews and German 
Christians had killed six million 
of them. All they wanted, so 
the propaganda went, was a lit- 
tle home for their people. What 
about the Arabs? Well, most 
Americans saw them like the 
Indians whom we ourselves 
swept away in the 19th century 
in our colonisation of the West. 

That image had been cha- 
nging ever since the invasion of 
Lebanon; But it vanished in the 
month of March when the 
American media let the Ame- 


rican people see that Israel int- 
ended to create a desert in sou- 
thern Lebanon so that its own 
towns across the border would 
be safe. 

The Zionist lobby is as pow- 
erful as ever. Most members of 
Congress are terrified of it (the 
‘Zionists have shown they can 
defeat congressmen they do 
not like). Nevertheless, when 
the lobby, through its hen- 
chmen in Congress, stretches 
out its hands for more billions 
for an economy that does little 

more than manufacture wea- 
pons and pay ‘the salaries or 
bureaucrats, new and angry 
thoughts are beginning to nse. 
Americans do not like to be 
blackmailed, and while they 
will squander vast amounts of 
money on their heroes, as they 
do on their children, they will 
balk at paying off claimants 
with no honour. 

Never mind the pro-Israeli 


out of the mouthsbf the highest 
American officials. None of 
them is going to risk the wrath 
of the Zionists, for fear that 
other henchmen of theirs might 
find ways to get a new “Wat- 
ergate” type of scandal going. 
TTie recent history of the U.5. 
government has shown that 
even the president is not safp 
from scandals. As a new 
“peace process” is developing. 
Washington officials are going 
to move very cautiously. 

Nevertheless, minds are 
changing, and one sees it in the 
changing views presented on 
TV screens and in newspaper, 
columns. The next change in 
the media will be. 1 predict, the 
first signs of anger at Israel. 
Already one can detect a few 
faint signs, but all it needs is 
another incident like the kil- 
lings in southern Lebanon to 
move to that next stage in the 
gradual deterioration of the 


In Lebanon make it public that parked car is yours 


By Rima Salameh 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Newspaper pho- 
tographer Ahmad Azakir swiftly 
parked his car in a west Beirut nei- 
ghbourhood so he could film a 
demonstration. When he ret- 
urned. he found the window on 
the driver's side smashed. 

“It didn’t take long for Mr. 
Azakir to determine what had 
happened. Militiamen, fearful 
that the car had been rigged with 
bomb and abandoned, broke their 
way in to check it out. 

“I got very angry at them,” 
■Azakir recalls.” It is not fair. I am 
not wealthy, and 1 had to pay to 
get a new window." 

The fact is that Lebanon has 
seen so many car bombings in rec- 
ent years that most drivers have 
learned that before they leave a 
parked car. they must alert nearby 
store owners or apartment bui- 
lding managers that the vehicle is 
not one to cause worry. 

Since the start of this year alone, 
there have been 1 7 major car or 
truck, bomb explosions in Leb- 
anon, causing more than 160 dea- 
ths and injuring at least 550 oth-- 
era. 

There also have been several 
failed bombings and car bombs 
that exploded prematurely killing 
the would-be bombers. A few, inc- 
luding the attack March 10 against 
Israeli troops near the border, 
involved suicide drivers. No one is 


sure exactly when the first car 
bombs were used, but police rec- 
ords indicate that they have been 
used for more than a decade. 

Sometimes they have been used 
for political reasons, such as the 
series of car bomb attacks on 
Druze institutions late last year 
and early this year, or the 1983 
and 1984 truck bombings of the 
U.S. embassy buildings. Other 
times the goal is economic, such as 
ridding a building of squauers so 
- the owner can reclaim his pro- 
perty. 

Regardless of the purpose, the 
public has become increasingly 
fearful of the possibility of car 
bombs because of the widespread 
devastation they cause. 

"When we hear shelling we take 
shelter.” said one Beirut woman 
who spoke on condition she not be 
identified. “But you can never 
know when a car might blow up.” 

Some residents of West Beirut, 
where car bombings have occ- 
urred most often, are known to 
avoid certain streets that they fear 
could be prime targets — those 
with political offices or gambling 
<Sisinos or -bars that have become 
i-targets for extremists. 

For others, however, car bombs 
are just part of Lebanon’.s violence 
after nearly 10 years of civil war 
and must simply be lived with. 

Shooting, with automatic rifles 
or rocket-propelled grenades, are 
• a regular — and often unexplained 
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— feature of life in Beirut. Sticks 
of dynamite also are thrown alm- 
ost nightly, either for political rea- 
sons or to force payment of pro- 
tection money. 

A pharmacist, who escaped inj- 
ury on March R when a massive car 
bomb went out in the nei- 
ghbourhood of Ghobeiri, said that ; 
“car bombs, in ray opinion, are no 
different from shells or exp- 
losions. Nothing will scare me.” 

Seventy-Five people were killed 
and 265 wounded in the Ghobeiri 
blast, many of them women and 
children leaving a school study 
class. 


There have been few arrests of 
any of the perpetrators of car 
bombings either in Beirut or els- 
ewhere in Lebanon, which com- 
peting militias have made ana- 
rchical in recent years. 

. Police sources, who insisted on 
Anonymity, said 4 hat most of the- 
vehicles yused in the bombings are, 
late-model cars^tAat have been 
stolen and equipped with false lic- 
ense plates. Often the colour has 
been changed. 

The sources said that TNT has 
been the explosive of choice in 
Lebanon. A considerably more 
powerful explosive, hexogen, also 


has been used, notably in the Oct. 
23, 1983, truck bomb attack on 
the U.S. Marine headquarters that 
took the lives of more than 240 
American servicemen. 

Almost all of the ingredients are 
easy to come by in Lebanon, 
. where weaponry has been fed to 
combatants by a number of sup- 
portive foreign countries. One 
security source in the past noted 
that the quantity available is so 
. great that “Lebanon is a net exp- 
oner of explosives.” 

People have taken a number of 
steps to protect themselves as 
much as possible. 


At first people put large stones 
in front of their homes and bus- 
inesses to discourage parking. 
Now. they sue creating permanent 
barriers with steel posts sunk into 
streets, often linked by heavy cha- 
ins. 

In the Hamra neighbourhood, 
the main shopping district in west 
Beirut, these barricades are num- 
erous enough to exacerbate an 
already severe parking shortage. 

Ahmad Haidar, manager of an 
optical shop, said that the posts, 
while causing inconvenience for 
his customers, "make me feel 
much better.” 


Agreement on Northern Ireland possible 


By Colin McIntyre 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — Despite public den- 
ials on both sides, there are gro- 
wing signs that the British and 
Irish governments are moving 
towards an agreement aimed at 
ending 15 years of bloodshed in 
Northern Ireland. 

Irish government sources said a 
three-pronged agreement was 
being discussed that it was hoped 
would be acceptable to the Pro- 
Lestant majority and CaLholic 
minority in the province. 

A bloody stalemate has reigned 
there since 1909. when dem- 
onstrations by Catholics against 
whal they saw as widespread dis- 
crimination during 51) years ol 
heavy-handed Protestant rule 
sparked violence that has so )ar 
claimed over 2.400 lives. 

Any agreement would have to 
satisfy not only both religious 
communities, bui also the Irish 
and British governments the- 
mselve.s. whose interests will not 


be easy to reconcile. 

Dublin wants a say in running 
the province so that it can protect 
the interests of Catholics while 
Britain insisis that nothing should 
dilute its sovereignty over Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

Also forming an interested 
party is the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). 

Nobody seriously believes that 
any agreement thrashed out by 
Dublin and London will imm- 
ediately end the I RA's war against 
the British, which has been fought 
spasmodically since Ireland was 
divided and the south became ind- 
ependent in 1921. 

The hope is that if a system of 
government can be created which 
satisfies Catholic nationalists, the 
guerrillas who thrive on their pre- 
sent frustration and alienation will 
he isolated and eventually neu- 
tralised. 

If the reported initiative does 
emerge, it will be Britain's eighth 
attempt since 1972 to break the 
stalemate, and the first initiative 


Italian doctor spun web 


By Kevin Costelloe 

Associate d Press 

ROME — Francesco Pazienza 
spun a web of international int- 
rigue ihat ran from the collapse of 
Italy’s largest private bank, to the 
Vatican and to his self-proclaimed 
role in freeing a kidnapped U.S. 
army general. 

Now ihe 39-year-old doctor 
-from southern Italy is in a federal 
jail in New York, waiting for an 
April 19 extradition hearing after 
his arrest last month. 

Two high-powered Italian inv- 
estigators have made a trip to New 
York and Washington, trying to 
pave the way for Pazienza’s ext- 
radition to Italy where pro- 
secutors want to question him 
about a string of scandals. 

Pazienza, from the tiny village 
of Monreparano near the toe of 
the Italian boot, earned a medical 
degree but never practised med- 
icine. Instead he launched a career 
in international finance, using his 
fluency in at least four languages 

— including Arabic and English 

— to do business in the Middle 
East and France. 

In 1978 , the baby-faced bac- 


helor returned to Rome and qui- 
ckly ingratiated himself with the 
leaders of what is called the 
“muddy undergrowth” of Italian 
politics and finance. 

Pazienza'* lifestyle soon inc- 
luded luxurious apartment in 
Manhattan, a yacht, bodyguards, a 
bullet-proof car, a leased airplane, 
influential friends and use of the 
diplomatic area at Rome's airport. 

He also worked bis way into the 
upper echelons of Italy’s military 
secret intelligence services 
(S1SMI). 

“For me the arrest of Paz- 
ienza. a personality at the centre 
of so many stories we have inv*- 
estigated. was a positive surprise." 
said Chamber of Deputies mem- 
ber Tina Anseimi. a Christian 
Democrat. 

She led a parliamentary com- 
mission that investigated the 
super-secret P-2 Masonic Lodge, 
which has been accused of tax eva- 
sion, bribery and conspiracy to 
bring down Italy’s constitutional 
government, and linked to right- 
wing terrorism. The now- 
outlawed lodge's members inc-, 
luded many of Pazienza's friends 


involving the Irish Republic. 

Both governments were quick 
to play down press reports about 
an agreement, which first app- 
eared in a British newspaper. One 
top British official described them 
as "overbloV/n" and "well ahead 
of the game". 

A well-placed Irish government 
source said that while there was "a 
fair bit” of common ground bet- 
ween the two governments, there 
were still major points of dif- 
ference. 

However their comments did 
little to stem the flow, and late last 
month Lhe Irish press newspaper 
said Britain was offering to create 
a political structure which would 
give Dublin something just short 
of joint authority over Northern 
Ireland. 

rhe idea ol joint authority, or 
sovereignty, over the north was 
lirai raised in a report by. the main 
Irish nationalist parties last year, 
but it was rejected out of hand by 
Mrs. Thatcher at a meeting with 
Irish leader Garret Fitzgerald last 


November. 

Speculation that since then 
some substantial step towards a 
deal had been taken was sparked 
by a surprise visit to Dublin last 
month by British Foreign Sec- 
retary Sir Geoffrey Howe. 

Under the new agreement he 
was discussing, the reports said, 
there would be regular meetings 
between British and Irish min- 
isters on security, legal and police 
matters. 

These talks would extend alr- 
eady close cooperation between 
the two countries in fighting Rep- 
ubl icun guerrillas like the 1 RA and 
loyalist paramilitary groups ran- 
ged against them. 

Irish involvement in policing 
Northern Ireland would answer 
frequent complaints from Dublin 
that the overwhelmingly Pro- 
testant police force discriminates 
against Catholics. 

Dublin levels the same charge 
against the Ulster defence reg- 
iment. a locally-Tecruited army 
unit used in security work. 


of international intrigue 


and associates. 

"The parliamentary com- 
mission has asserted that the P-2 
was an instrument of fcorrupting 
and corrupted secret services.” 
says Ms. Anseimi. "Pazienza sur- 
ely had a role in those secret ser- 
vices.” # 

Prosecutor Domenico Sica Iasi 
October in a warrant cited evi- 
dence linking the former deputy 
head of SISMI and the agency its- 
elf to Pazienza’s escape from an 
I talian jail in the summer of 1982. 

Pazienza formally has been cha- 
rged with corrupting the secret 
services, espionage and revealing 
.state secrets. 

The charges come as part of an 
ongoing shakeup of the int- 
elligence services, long suspected 
of having aided Italian right-wing 
terrorists. 

U.S. and Italian investigators 
also want to question Pazienza 
about his close business rel- 
ationship with Roberto Calvi, the 
chairman of Banco Ambrosiano 
who was found hanging by the 
neck from a London bridge in 
1982. Pazienza, who has been 
charged in Italy with participating 


in a fraud against the bank, was 
seen in London 1 severed days bef- 
ore Calvf s mysterious death. 

When bank 'examiners dis- 
covered Banco Ambrosiano’s 
$1.2 billion in bad loans to several 
dummy companies including some 
owned by the Vatican, the gov- 
ernment liquidated it. 

Where the money went is som- 
ething Italian investigators say 
they hope Pazienza will help to 
clear up. The Vatican, while say- 
ing it was a victim of CaJvi, paid, 
nearly $250 millioa to creditors of 
Banco Ambrosiano as ”a goodwill 
gesture." 

Pazienza hiss claimed ties to 
high-ranking U.5. officials and 
financiers, and even said he used 
his network of contacts to locate 
kidnapped U.S. Brig.-Gen. James 
L. Dozier. 

Gen. Dozier was snatched from 
his home in northern Verona by 
Red Brigades terrorists on Dec.. 
17, 1981, and freed in a daring 
police raid on a Padua apartment 
used as a hideout 42 days later. 

However, Italian officials deny, 
that Pazienza was instrumental in ' 
the- discovery of the hideout. 


ANC still major force 
in S.African politics 


By Ruth Pftchford 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG - Twenty- 
five years after the South African 
government outlawed the African 
National Congress (ANC), the 
exiled organisation has won mass 
support among the country’s black 
community, political analysts say. 

Government sources call the 
ANC the world's least successful 
"terrorist" organisation, sig- 
nificant only because they allege it 
has strong Soviet backing. 

But analysts say academic res- 
earch suggests it would have 
strong electoral support among 
South Africa's black majority if it 
were legalised and blacks were 
given the parliamentary vote. 

When the popular City Press 
newspaper asked its mainly black 
readers earlier this year to name 
the leader they would vote for if 
they could, the decisive victor was 
Nelson Mandela, the ANC leader 
who has spent the past 20 years in 
jail. 

Fatima Meer, sociology pro- 
fessor at ihe University of’ 
Durban-Westville, told Reuters: 
"Twenty-five years ago Nelson 
Mandela was not a massively pop- 
ular figure. 

“The ANC is tremendously rel- 
evant now, probably more so 
today than at the time of its ban- 
ning. It Has grown in its impact on 
popular minds,” she said. 

The ANC and its less well- 
known offish ooL the Pan Afr- 
icanist Congress (PAC), were 
banned on April 8, I960.. 

A peaceful defiance campaign 
by both organisations against apa- . 
rtheid racial segregation laws had 
ended in violent clashes with pol- 
ice throughput the country,. 

When 69 black demonstrators 
were shot dead in Sharpeville, 
south of Johannesburg, in March 
1960 there was an international 
outcry and business slumped due 
to a massive loss of foreign inv- 
estor confidence. 

The Government declared a 
state of emergency and banned 
the multi-racial ANC and PAC. 

- Since then, both organisations 
have survived in exile although 
analysts say the ANC is by far the 


more prominent since its m 
racial ideology has made it ei 
to win foreign diplomatic 
material support. 

. 1116 p AC could still have 
important influence on the i 
elopment of black politics < 
black people had the vote, ; 
lysts say. "The PAC is still 
peered," said Prof. Meer. 

But without substantial for 
support it has fragmented fur 
dirough internal battles in e: 
Robert Schrire, politics profe 
at Cape Town University, i 
cribed as surprising the u 
which the ANC has maintai 
since it turned to guerrilla 
ivities after it was banned. 

Analysts estimate more t 
half the group's $100-miU 
1983 budget went to its guen 
wing but say that little has b 
achieved in terms of the AN 
1969 plans to move from spore 
sabotage towards full-scale e 
rrilla war. 

Independent analysts do 
.accept the government view i 
the, ANC is behind rioting wl 
has swept South Africa’s bl 
townships, killing 300 peoph 
the past year. 

They blame the unrest on bl 

communities’ deep resentmen 

apartheid and its affect on tl 
hvtng conditions. 

“I do not think one needs to 
any links between domestic uo 
and the ANC,” Prof. Schrire i 
Reuters. 

The most important o 
sequence of the ANCs bann 
was that it ended legitimate bl 
politics and ushered in a set of i 
• cumstances which had to lead 
violence. It has precluded n 
ouauons for 25 years now.” Pi 
ochnre said. 

. ^ internationalised South A 
jean pohtics and created oi 
ortumties for the Soviet Unforl 

added ^ m southern Africa," 

hn!?« adrik Van Der Merwe, 
honorary sociology professor 

□rams strong links with the rul 
NanonaJ Party despite his oi 

JS ^ a P art heid, had a w! 
publtcised meeting with ANC < 

iaals m Lusaka last Decembei 
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Where millions are made 


There is a place where heroin gives orders 


Efforts to stem the flow of heroin from Pakistan, which supplies 80 per 
cent of the drug sold in Britain, Europe and the United States, are being 
thwarted by corruption. Simon Freeman details the form this cor- 
rupnon takes - from the remote poppy fields near the Afghan border to 
Pakistan's major niy c 


-5fr 

HUMAYUN KHAN, 19 is stu- 
dying for his A-!evels. But he need 
not worry about his results or fin- 
ding a job. He has an assured fut- 
ure — in. the family heroin bus- 
iness. 

We met at his stall in Bara baz- 
aar, an hour’s drive from Pes- 
hawar in northern Pakistan and 
within walking distance of the 
Afghan border. Bara is a smu- 
gglers’ market in' the tribal lands. 
Populated by violent and feuding 
Pathans, the area is effectively 
autonomous and has changed lit— 
7 *tle over the centuries, apart from 
the efficiency and range of the 
guns that men and boys sling over 
their shoulders. 

Pakistani- police or troops are 
rarely seen. Foreigners are ban- 
ned. Signs at the border with the 
■’settled ” lands of Pakistan pro- 
claim in English, French and 
German: “Foreigners are not all- 
owed to go beyond this point. The 
government of Pakistan will not 
be responsible for any loss to their 
. life or property.” 
f At Bara a few Pakistanis had 
come from Peshawar, risking rob- 
bery or kidnap, to barter for duty- 
1 free televisions, radios, hi-fi, was- 
• Skiing machines — goods the bazaar 
' - fegaliy handles. But many stalls 
specialise in weapons: Soviet, 
Chinese, British, American; mac- 
hine guns, rifles, rockets, huge 
shells. Many more stalls, like 
Humayun's, deal in drugs, esp- 
ecially heroin. 

We squatted on the floor of 
Humayun’s stall while his elder 
brother, Gulla, fetched lea. “Our 
heroin is the best in the market,” 
said Humayun..“We can supply 
anywhere in Pakistan. No pro- 
blem. No risk. We have made a lot 
out of heroin. We can make you 
rich too.” 

He pointed to the Syringe on 
the counter and offered’ me — a 
-prospective buyer — a sample. 
The day before, a British customer 
interested in a bulk order had tes- 
ted the goods. The heroin had 
been so pure, so strong, smiled 
Humayun, that the man fainted. 
“We took him to our residence. 
The next morning he was well,” he 
said, relishing his after-sales set- 1 
vice. r ‘ 1 

**I have a customer who started 1 
a few years ago wiih one scooter. 
Now he has six large houses,” he 
said. Deliveries could be arranged 
to Lahore, Islamabad, Karachi. 
There would be a small surcharge 
to oover bribes involved in shi- 
pment but there was no need to 
“Vorry about the law enforcement 
agencies. “There are 100 shops 
selling drugs," he said. “Every 
shop pays 30,000 rupees (about 
£2,000) a month to the polio: and 
customs. Even the tribal chiefs 
own shops. But they pretend not' 
< to. Evetyone is making money." 

He talked in Urdu through my 
interpreter, Anwar Iqbal, an ent- 
erorising 2 S -year-old journalist 
who works for the English- 
language newspaper, the Muslim, 
in the cap rial , Isl araabad. The bro- 
thers believed I was another gre- 
edy foreigner eager to make a for- 


tun e through heroin /’We can give 
you kilos now,” said Humayun. 
“ Give us one week and we can get 
you a lorry load." 

1 “I have permanent customers 
all over Europe, in Nigeria and 
Argentina. Yesterday I sold a Ni- 
gerian 165,000 rupees (about 
£11,000) worth of heroin. He has. 
been a regular for eight months. 
But you should nor come here 
again. We prill use a contact in 
Peshawar,” he said. “And don’t 
worry about police informers 
there. We will bribe them.” 

He even gave me what he said 
was his business card. Neatly pri- 
nted on red paper, it said; “Qazi 
Travel Agency. New Market. 
Near Bus Stqnd. Shah Market. 
Shop no 23/24. Tel: 79235.” 

The brothers offered to show' 
me the poppy fields, the source for 
the opium that provides the base 
for heroin. They also suggested a 
tour of their “laboratories”, a gra- 
ndiose term for the funnels and 
chemicals needed to convert 
opium into heroin. 

Less openly, Humayun tried to 
make a side deal with Iqbal at my 
expense. Iqbal could have — for 
starters — a kilogramme of pure 
heroin, suitable for intravenous 
use in the West, for £4,500. But 
Iqbal should charge me double so 
they could split the extra money. 
Even so, the deal would not have 
been a bad one. One kilo of 65 per 
cent pure heroin fetches between 
£150,000 and £180,000 in Bri- 
tain. 

With the light fading, the 'bro- 
thers said they would drive us back 
to Peshawar because the police 
sometimes beat up foreigners who 
had wandered into tribal lands. 

We were stopped at a customs 
checkpost as we reached "settled” 
territory. An officer asked why a 
“white" was in the car. “He is my 
friend,” said Humayun and we 
drove through. At the next che- 
ckpost there was a brief, shouted 
exchange of jokes about Hura- 
ayun having “goods” in the boot. 
But we were not searched. 

The officers’ indifference was 
surpassed only by an incident the 
next day when we were on the 
road to LandiKptal.anothersrau- . 
ggfers' market,' at the foot of the 
Khyber Pass. One of the five cus- 
toms men at the Islamia College 
post, Abdul Hafiz Niazi, was not 
jPnly puffing contentedly on a hash 
joint, he offered to share it with 
me. 

Long Service 

Humayun Khan's family has 
been in the drug business for 20 
years. The poppy has been grown 
in their area, and Afghanistan and 
Iran for as long as anyone can 
remember. Until 1979 opium was 
sold legally in 333 government- 
licensed shops in Pakistan. There 
were more than 300,000 addicts 
but nobody much cared; they lea- 
ded to be poor, and illiterate. Pro- 
fits for families like the Khans, 
dealing in opium and hash, were 
modesL 

Then in 1980 Pakistan was sud- 



Tribal lands: bribes for aO 
denly thrust to centre stage in the 
international drugs drama. There 
was a poor poppy crop m sou- 
theast Asia, the “Golden Tri- 
angle”, but a bumper one in Pak- 
istan, Afghanistan and Iran, the 
“Golden Crescent". An estimated 
«800 tons of opium was produced, 
enough to make 80 ions of heroin. 

The dealers in Iran and Afg- 
hanistan both had problems in dis- 
tributing their bounty. In Iran the 
ayatollahs' revolution in 1979 had 
brought a ruthless crackdown on 
drug traffickers. Afghanistan was 
'invaded by Russia' the same year. 
That left Pakistan. Legend has it 
that a German chemist handed the 
Pakistanis the noi-very- 
complicaied secret of processing 
opium into heroin. Pakistan was 
set to become the world's major 
producer of the world's most des- 
tructive drug. And, as Humayun 
put it, since then it has just been a 
question of piling up the money. 

Under pressure from Western 
narcotics agencies, the Pakistan 
government has by now outlawed 
opium and stiffened penalties for 
drug dealing. But the three greaL 
smugglers' bazaars in the tribal 
lands — Bara, Landi Kota! and 
Darra — are symbols of the gov- 
ernment's enduring impotence. 
Sometimes it stages bloody, but 
cosmetic, raids on the three mar- 
kets. 

But the raids do little to halt the 
flow of heroin. They merely enc- 
ourage dealers to shift their stalls 
to quieter markets. Moreover, the 
bazaars represent only the most 
visible tip of the heroin trade. The 
men who finance the deals, who 
shrug off the arrest of their cou- 
riers in London, Frankfurt or New 
„ York as parr of the business, who 
have';' amassed ’ millions," perhaps ’ ' 
billions, operate from luxury 
homes in Peshawar, Lahore or 
Karachi. One drug dealer, int- 
roduced to me by a Western nar- 
cotics agent who uses the man as 
an informer, said; “The big guys 
are never caught. They have the' 
money to buy protection. And 
they are sitting right pretty at 
■ home. 1 have seen men who live in 
the tribal areas. Big men . They are 
sitting in rooms filled with money. 
As God is ray witness. They sit 
there staring at the money. They 
don’t believe in banks. Silly bas- 
tards.” 

The profile of a typical, est- 
ablished smuggler would run like 
this. He would probably live in 
Lahore or Karachi or Peshawar, 
and would receive his supplies by 
road from the “laboratories”. He 
would be a man who believes that 
smuggling, whether in radios. 



Customs officer Niazi puffs on a ’joint*, but other officers take bribes to look the other way 


hi-fi, hash or heroin, is a perfectly 
reasonable way to earn a I wing. 
He may have business partners to 
spread the losses if his couriers a re 
arrested. He lives well and ent- 
ertains lavishly. His guest list alw- 
ays includes senior law and army 
officers and civil servants; many 
would receive regular bribes from 
him. Everyone in his city knows 
how he makes his living. Many 
quite admire him. 

Rarely arrested 

If he is arrested — a rare occ- 
urrence — he usually bribes his 
way to freedom before or after 
trial. If, by some accident, he is 
sentenced, he serves only two 
years in jail, the minimum term for 
trafficking in amounts of more 
than 10 grammes. 

Smugglers like this thrive bec- 
ause of corruption — of police, 
customs, airport security, bur- 
eaucrats — and because of the 
incompetence and indifference of 
government. “Everyone, from the 
top to the bottom, is corrupt. Eve- 
ryone is badly paid. How else do 
people survive?" said an int- 
,-elligence officer in Peshawar. He 
dismissed the official statistics 
purporting to show how little her- 
oin is now produced and how 
much seized. “The Figures are all 
cooked up. They are not taken ser- 
iously here. They are meant to sat- 
isfy the West.” 

A Few days later in Karachi, this 
theme was echoed by a senior pol- 
ice officer. The official is a long- 
standing contact of a focal jou- 
rnalist, Kamran Khan. 26. -who 
has written a series of brave exp- 
oses on corruption within the 
city's law enforcement agencies. 
The officer I spoke to was. said 
Khan, “pretty corrupt" himself 
but, by local standards, was fairly 
effective. “I have seen him cake a 
bribe of 20.000 rupees (about 
£1,300),*' Khan said. “But he is 
not the worst. I know officers who 
own mills and factories.” 

The officer earns less than £150 
a month. Yet he lives in a large 


house in one of the most fas- 
hionable parts of Karachi. He runs 
several handsome cars. As we tal- 
ked in his living room he offered 
me a large imported cigar worth a 
sizeable chunk of his salary. He 
owns a colour television and 
video - 

He found many of my questions 
amusingly naive and slapped his 
knee with enjoyment. Why did the 
police not close Sohrab GodT 
market, on the outskirts of the 
city. I asked him? I had been off- 
. ered as much heroin as I wanted 
there, while a traffic policeman 
■ stood within yards of the store. A 
police checkpost a few hundred 
yards away was just as busy ign- 
oring the obvious drug dealing 
going on in the market. 

The officer laughed. "Look, the 
government is making money, 
take the coast guards. They make 
millions out of smuggling. Not just 
heroin. Everything. Of course the 
police are paid not to raid Sohrab 
Goth." 

A few days earlier, a truck car- 
rying 126 kilogrammes of heroin 
had been seized as it entered Kar- 
achi from Peshawar. Surely this 
proved that the authorities were 
not entirely corrupt? ."Officially 
all heroin taken by us -des- 
troyed." he said. "But often it is 
resold." A few days later there 
were reports that a police ins- 
pector had resold 20 kilogrammes 
of seized heroin. His punishment 
was a transfer to another station. 

Several officers I spoke to 
named the same major heroin dea- 
lers. Indeed, their names have 
appeared in the local press as the 
new smuggling aristocracy. They 
agreed that Anwer Khattak had 
made millions. He was sentenced 
by a court in absentia last Sep- 
tember to three years in jail. But 
the officers say he lives, unt- 
roubled by the police, in an exc- 
lusive district of Karachi called 
Defence 5. Four oihers sentenced 
with Khattak — his brother. 
Ajmal. Haji Miuho, Dawood Jat 
and Iqbal Shah — are also bel- 
ieved to be free in Karachi. The 
two officers also spoke of Ashraf 


Rana. who they believe lives in 
Karachi after jumping bail on a 
drugs charge in Britain, and Mus- 
htaq Malik, the socalled Black 
Prince. He was arrested last 
month on heroin smuggling cha- 
rges after he had foolishly insulted 
an army officer at a party. 

Malik was charged with Feroz 
Gitto, who reportedly owns a car 
showroom in Karachi, and Nisar 
Ahmad who, (ike Rana, jumped 
bail, in Britain. 

Apart from the corruption, 
there was initially another reason 
for Pakistan's lack of concern 
about heroin. It was seen as a Wes- 
tern problem — the consequence, 
the government privately argued, 
of atheistic decadence. 

Only now is the Pakistan gov- 
ernment realising that the drug is 
producing a potential social and 
political timebomb at home. In 
1980 there were hardly any heroin 
addicts in Pakistan. Now, it is est- 
imated. there are 200,000 to 
500,000 at least. Unlike the old 
opium down-and-outs, the heroin 
addicts are often the sons and 
daughters of the educated, wea- 
lthy classes. 

Worse, more and more addicts 
are emerging among the agencies 
that are supposed to check the tra- 
fficking — police, customs, airport 
security. 

Dr. Oazi Rishad Ahmad, senior 
registrar in psychiatry at Karachi 
Civil Hospital, told me that the 
government was “very con- 
cerned” about this addiction. Dr. 
Ahmad, 33, knew he was risking 
his job by talking to a foreign jou- 
rnalist but said it was his duty. The 
government was sending dubious 
officers for screening. "In one 
batch of airport security force 
men, 30 out of 40 were heroin 
addicts." 

Poppy production is certainly 
down in areas controlled by the 
government. But the drug- 
fighters’ best hope is that Pak- 
istan's domestic heroin problem 
will breed enough crime to jerk 
the government into action. On 
the evidence so far ii seems a for- 
lorn hope — The Sunday Times. 


Raising of women’s status is slow and evolutionary 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Access of women to 
political and professional life is 
still severely limited and men's 
monopolyof top jobs remains bas- 
ically intact despite a 10-year 
campaign to raise the status of 
women, a United Nations survey 
shows. 

Bur Assistant Secretary- 
General Leticia Shahani, in cha- 
rge of the U.N. Decade of 
, Women, told Reuters the cam- 
paign had helped stimulate a long, 
slow, quiet revolution. 

A world plan of action for 
women up to the year 2000, to be 
endorsed at a world conference to 
review the decade in Nairobi this 
July, was mired in East -West bic- 
kering at a meeting here ’ last 
month of the U.N. Commission on 
the Status of Women, the pre- 
paratory body for the Nairobi 
Conference. 

But Ms. Shahani used neutral 
words to describe the row that 
focussed on Moscow blaming 
women’s woes on " imperialism". 
“Perhaps if reflects the complexity 
of the issue,” she said in an int- 
erview, rating different cultural 
attitudes to women. 

The replies erf 123 governments 
to a U.N. questionnaire on women 
showed that the domination of top 
jobs by men was due to ste- 
reotyping. But Mr. Shahani said 
the decade had seen some women 
move into higher posts and had 
Raised governments’ awareness' of 
Women’s problems. 

**I think the women's issue is 
one of the most profound, quier 
revolutions of our time,” she said . 


“But it’s a slow revolution. You 
can't do it overnight.” 

The women's revolution would 
also change the role of men at 
home and in society and Irak arms 
with other issues — rural dev- 
elopment, population, energy, 
ageing and the disabled. 

“The women’s issue has been 
placed in a far greater context 
than mere feminism?’ she said. 
The number of government rep- 
lies to the U.N. questionnaire was 
itself a measure of this success, 
providing sweeping global data on 
women’s position in society. 

The 1 ifespan of women rose dur- 
ing the decade. Literacy was still a 
problem, but some 100 gov- 
ernments had set up units and 
departments dealing with 
women’s affairs, compared with 
half this number before the dec- 
ade was launched in 1975, she 
said. 

Ms. Shahani believes the dec- 
ade is a major achievement of the 
U.N. itself and sees her own pos- 
ition as a reflection of what the 
campaign stands for. Born 56 
years ago in Lingayen, the Phi- 
lippines, she has a distinguished 
diplomatic career behind her as 
ambassador to Hungary. Romania 
and East Germany. 

Only three women rank as ass- 
istant secretary general in the 
U .N. — the other 47 holders of the 
title are men. 

Ms. Shahani is secretary general 
to the Nairobi Conference, the 
Third World women's conference 
since the decade was launched in 
Mexico. A midway conference 
was held in Copenhagen in 1980. 


They were difficult gatherings, 
reflecting the conflicting views of 
East, West and “Third World” on 
women's problems. The Vienna 
meeting boded ill for a united 
world plan of action. 

Despair often reigned in the 
forum. President Reagan's dau- 
ghter Maureen, head of the LLS. 
delegation to Nairobi, said the 
East bloc deliberately thwarted 
any initiatives She made. 

But the decade has ins- 
titutionalised women's issues as a 
concern of governments and leg- 
islatures, and boosted research to 
assess women’s problems. Most 

states now enshrine male and 
female equality in law, Ms. Sha- 
hani said. 


Traditions and lack of resources 
hindered implementation, how- 
ever. The campaign must now 
spur fulfilment of government 
pledges and integration of women 
into development and political 
processes, she said. 

“The decade has helped but it's 
there to stimulate action. It is gov- 
ernments themselves who must 
undertake the actual task of imp- 
roving women's status. The future 
must ensure increased par- 
ticipation of women, increased 
empowerment of women.” 

Questionnaire replies showed 
that economic recession had sev- 
erely limited resources allocated 
to solving women’s problems, 
most notably in the “Third 


world". 

Rural women struggled under 
traditional domestic expecta lions 
and their role as food producers in 
lean times. The male-female lit- 
eracy gap narrowed in primary 
school generations but still gaped 
wide among older age groups. 

Women did not benefit from a 
technology revolution, but in 
% many nations became relegated to 
'menial jobs. 

In Vienna such concerns were 
voiced by "Third World” states, 
whose proposals fora world action 
plan stressed women's role in dev- 
elopment and found und- 
erstanding from both West and 
East. 


Stressing ideology, the East 
wanted to tackle “imperialism and 
colonialism" as the root of 
women's woes. 

This was unacceptable to the 
West. which sought an action pro- 
gramme aimed at implementing 
commitments already made to 
elevate women’s role in society. 

Nairobi will encounter few pro- 
blems in reviewing the decade's 
achievements, but some U.N. off- 
icials are now gloomy about its 
ability to agree on united global 
action for women. 

Ms. Shahani remains guardedly 
optimistic, however: 

“It’s still possible, but I think it 
won’t be easy." 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Fully-furnished new ground-floor apartment, 2 bed- 
rooms, hall, kitchen, Vh. bathrooms and veranda, 
central heating. 

Location: Tla’ Ai All 
Tel. 845887, after 3 p.m. 


MALE OR FEMALE SECRETARY WANTED 

Said Malhas and Sons Co. is seeking a male or female 
secretary with a minimum of three-year experience. Fol- 
lowing skills required; 

1. Arabic and English typing and operation of telex. 

2. Good command of spoken and written English. 

3. Filing. 

Please call In person at the company's offices: Mahatta 
Street - near the Jordan Tobacco Company, tel. 651959- 


WATER AUTHORITY 
WASTEWATER AND STORMWATER 
PROJECTS 
Contract KA1/ 48/85 
Contract KA2/ 49/85 
Contract KA3/5Q/85 

The Water Authority announces that the dates for 
the tendering process for above contracts have 
been amended as follows: 

(a) Submittal of prequaiification questionnaire will 
be on April 21, 1985 instead of on April 7. 
Evaluation of these information and the prime 
contractor will be informed not later than May 1 
whether or not to submit a bid. 

(b) Prebid conference will be on May 4. 

(c) Bids due date will be on May 18, 1985 instead of 
on May 4. 

Eng. Mohammad S. Keilanl 
President 
Water Authority 
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Lighting a soft fifth candle 

THIS CORNER has survived four years and thiscailed for a 
celeb ration. In fact this is what I have done with my friends 
and colleagues in the Jordan Times. 

When on the 8th of April 1961, the first Randa Habib 
corner appeared, X did not expect it to last this long. This 
corner has sometimes provoked sharp criticism from people 
who did not share my opinion and praise from others who 
encouraged me to go ahead. 

A prominent French writer once said: ”1 write to make 
friends...” 

For four years, I can count many readers who have bec- 
ome my friends, and our friendship is solid because it is 
based on common interest and the will to denounce the 
wrong and support the right. 

One reader whom I met for the first time told me, “Do 
you know I admire you a lot and that many people admire 
you too... I think it is very important for us that you know 
that.” And to tell you something, I do. 

' Another spoke of me at a meeting of having “the courage 
of saying loudly what people think of quietly.” 

Others complained of not being able to get in touch with 
me as my office is not at the Jordan Times and that only 
recently they got my telephone number. 

On the other hand, some people brought my attention to 
the fact that some readers consider me rather cynical. Well, 
I accept the criticism the same way I accept praise. 

To you all who delighted me with support and con- 
structive criticism, allow me extend thanks because it is only 
for your encouragement that this corner starts today ard- 
ently Its fifth year of existence. 


WATER AUTHORITY 
Madaba and Ma’an Water and Sewerage 
Project 

MN-1 /85/92 - MD-1 /85/67 
MD-2 /85/93 - MD-3/ 85/94 

The Water Authority invites experienced firms of 
contractors from member states of the European 
communities, Switzerland, Austria, Japan or the 
United States of America and contractors in the f 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, who have been qua- 
lified as general and first class water and sewerage 
and general class buildings and roads contractors 
by the Ministry of Public Works of Jordan to submit 
bids for the Madaba and Ma'an Water and Sewerage 
Project. Foreign bidders are strongly encouraged to 
associate with such local contractors, or with local 
contractors who have been qualified as first class 
buildings and roads contractors. All commodities 
imported for this project shall also have their soi>rce 
and origin in the eligible countries shown above. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
loan from the European Investment Bank towards 
the cost of the Madaba and Ma'an Water Supply and 
Sewerage Project. The two cities contracts are as 
follows: 

1. Madaba Contract MD-1: 

The construction of a 2000-cub ic metre per day 
average capacity wastewater treatment plant and 
all other necessary works as detailed in drawings 
and specifications. 

2. Madaba Contract MD-2: 

Water Distribution and Wastewater Collection 
Systems - The construction of about 24 km. of 
concrete sewers ranging in size from 150 to 400 
mm., about 29 km. of ductile iron water mains 
ranging in size from 80 to 450 mm., about 8 km. of 
water services, one 400-cu.m. elevated reservoir, 
one 6000-cu.m. ground reservoir, one pressure 
reducing structure and one package pump sta- 
tion. 

3. Madaba Contract MD-3: 

Water Distribution and Wastewater Collection 
Systems ■ The construction of about 35 km. of 
concrete sewers ranging in sizes from 150 to 500 
mm, about 27 km. of ductile iron water mains 
ranging in sizes from 80 to 450 mm., about 8 km. 
of water services, and one pressure reducing str- 
ucture. 

4. Ma'an Contract MN-1: 

The construction of a 1200-cubic metre per day 
average capacity wastewater treatment plant and 
all other necessary works as detailed in drawings 
and specifications. 

On or before April 28, 1985 each contractor shall 
submit in person or by mail the information about 
the firm or joint venture requested in the contract 
documents. The information will be evaluated and 
the contractor will be informed by May 4, 1985. 

A prebid conference will be held on May 5, 1985 at 
0900 hours, Jordan local time, at the office of the 
Water Authority in Amman. 

Site visits will be arranged on the following day(s). 

The bids are due not later than 1200 noon, Jordan 
local time, on May 28, 1985 at the office of the Water 
Authority in Amman. 

Contract documents may be examined and pur- 
chased at the Water Authority, Nablus Street, Jebal 
Hussein, P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan. Telephone 
6661 1 1 , telex 22439 WAJ JO. 

The cost of the contract documents is JD 100 or US 
dollars 250 per set for the initial copy of each of the 
four contracts and JD 50 or US dollar 125 for each I 
additional copy. 

Copies of the contract documents will be sent by air 
courier to interested parties in eligible countries by 
the Water Authority upon receipt of the proper amo- 
unt in a bank cheque plus JD 40 (US $100) for air 
courier costs for each contract. 

Eng. M.S. Keilani 
President 
Water Authority 







Low-ranked Mayotte, Edberg 
score wins in WCT finals 


DALLAS (R) — Tim Mayotte and Stefan Edberg, 
the lowest-ranked players in the field, powered into 
the quarter-finals of the $500,000 World Cha- 
mpionship Tennis (WCT) finals tournament Wed- 
nesday. 


Mayotte, seeded 11th, used an 
effective serve-and-volley game 
to beat fifth-seeded Andres 
Gomez of Ecuador 7-6 (7-4), 6-4, 
6-2. Mayotte- will now meet fourth 
seed Mats Wilander of Sweden. 

Ferocious serving by Edberg. 
the number 12 seed, eliminated 
fellow-Swede Anders Jarryd, ran- 
ked six, 1-6, 6-2. 6-2. 5-7. 6-3 to 
earn a quarter- Final match with 
third-ranked Ivan Lendl of Cze- 
choslovakia. 

Edberg. winner of the exh- 
ibition loumamem at last year's 
Olympic Games, started hes- 


itantly on the Reunion Arena's 
fast surface and was outplayed in 
the opening set. 

The 19-year-oid Swede got his 
serve booming in the second and 
third sets, and only a series of slo- 
ppy drop shots and volleys pre- 
vented him clinching the match in 
the fourth. 

Both players made a series of 
mistakes in the final set before 
Edberg earned victory’ with a cru- 
cial breakthrough in the fourth 
game. 

Jarryd. bothered by an upset 
stomach that forced him ro leave 


the court for a while, survived one 
match point at 2-5 but could not 
stave off defeat in the next game. 

“ When I got the break, he fell to 
pieces,” Edberg said of the final 
set. 

"I haven’ t played for a couple of 
weeks. It was hard in the beg- 
inning... and then 1 got into it, and 
that was it.” 

Earlier Mayotte overwhelmed 
left-handed Gomez by serving 
powerfully and timing his rushes 
to the net to perfection. 

The first set was evenly matched 
before the 24-year-old Mayotte 
clinched the tie-break 7-4. 

But once the American had 
broken serve at the beginning of 
the second set it was all over for a 
dispirited Gomez who seemed to 
have lost his customary sharpness. 


World record holder Jones leads 
entry list for London Marathon 


LONDON (AP) — Steve Jones 
and Ingrid Kristiansen head an 
impressive list of entries for this 
year's London Marathon on April 
21, organisers announced Wed- 
nesday. 

Welshman Jones, the world 
record holder, and Norway's Kri- 
stiansen, the second fastest 
woman, are favourites to win their 
respective races and could earn us 
much as $75,000 each. 

The winner of the race, the fifth 
to be held through the streets of 
London, will collect $ 1 5.000 and a 
. further bonus of $50,000 for set- 
ting a new world record. 

A further $10,000 will be awa- 
rded to anyone who breaks the 
London course record. 

The same prize money and con- 
ditions apply to the first three run- 
ners in both the men's and 
women's races, with $12,000 
sming to the runners-up and 
$9,000 for ihirJ place. 

Thereafter, cash prizes will be 
awarded down to 10th place for 

r men and eighth place for the 
T omen. 

Jones, who set a world best of 
two hours, eight minutes and five 
seconds at the Chicago marathon 
last October, is out to improve on 
that time but will have outstanding 


opposition. 

Charlie Spedding. last year's 
London Marathon' winner and 
bronze medallist at the Los Ang- 
eles Olympics, will present the 
biggest threaL. while Mike Dra- 
tton and Hugh Jones, two other 
previous winners, are also in the 
race. 

Heading the hundreds of ove- 
rseas runners from 39 countries 
will be West Germany’s Christoph 
Herle. who placed seventh at last 
month's World Cross Country 
Championships in Lisbon, and 
Orvind Dab of Norway, second in 
the 1982 London Marathon and 
fourth last year. 

Kristiansen, 29, set the world's 
second fastest time when she won 
last year’s womens' race here and 
finished fourth in Los Angeles. 
Organisers said she would be att- 
empting to break Joan Benoit's 
world record of 2:22.43 this time. 

With her great Norwegian rival, 
Grete Waitz, still recovering from 
knee trouble. Kristiansen’s closest 
rivals are expected to be New Zea- 
land's Mary O’Connor and Katie 
Schilly. who heads the 373-strong 
American entiy. 

Brasher said 58.000 app- 
lications to run in this year’s race 
had to be turned down, leaving a 


record 22.100 entries. 

He said the field was expected 
to be reduced to 18.000 by race 
day because of withdrawals- 

For the first time, the leading 
women in the race will start at the 
same point and time as the men. 

‘'Last year. Ingrid (Kristiansen) 
found it very off-putting and dem- 
oralising when Charlie Spedding 
went past her just as she thought 
she was doing well." said race dir- 
ector Brasher. 

United loses chance 
to catch up 

LONDON (R) — Manchester 
United lost a chance to make up 
ground on English first division, 
soccer leaders Everion when they 
were beaten 1-0 at Sheffield 
Wednesday Tuesday night. 

Second placed United remain 
four points behind Everion. who 
now have three games in hand. 

Although United carried the 
fight to Wednesday as much as 
possible Lhey failed to peg back 
the 17th minute decider, scored by 
Lee Chapman from a cross by 
Brian Marwood. 

United have only seven games 
left and the title begins to look 
more than ever to be heading Eve- 
rton’s way. 

Meanwhile in the third division 
a goalless draw between Millwall. 
and Reading was marked by nine 
players being booked — seven of 
them from Reading. 

But there were no reports of any 
trouble from supporters of Mil- 
lwall which earlier in the day had 
been fined more than $9,000 after ’ 
the violent scenes at last month's 
Football Association Cup tie at’ 
Luton. 


FOR SALE 




1 980 Mercedes 230; automatic gear, radio, sun-roof, J 
excellent condition. I 


Duty not paid. Call 669374 
after 16:00 hrs. 



HEADING FOR CUP MATCH: The The three sides are equal with two points but Qatar 
national Jordanian soccer team left Amman Wed- leads the group on goal difference. Jordan’s team 
uesday evening heading for Doha for their World has just returned from a week-long training trip to 
Cup qualifying against Qatar oo Friday. Jor- Malta. They were beaten 3-1 by Malta’s national 
dan beat Qatar 1-0 in the home leg three weeks ago. side, while they drew 2-2 with first division leaders 
Qatar defeated Iraq 3-0 last week, while Iraq nar- Valeeta. 
rowiy beat Jordan 3-2 two weeks ago in Amman. 


Graf, Sabatini reach 3rd round 


in Hilton Head women’s tennis 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND. 
South Carolina (R) — Teenagers 
Gabrieia Sabatini of Argentina 
and Steffi Graf of West Germany 
reached the third round of the 
$200,000 Hilton Head women's 
tennis tournament with straight- 
set victories Tuesday. 

The unseeded Sabatini. who 
turns 15 in one week, upset 14th- 
seeded Kathleen Horvath of the 
U.S. 6-4, 6-3 in an exciting 77- 


took a 2-1 career edge against the 
American in a hard-hitting battle 
fought mainly from the baselines. 

Sabatini effectively mixed a 
heavy topspin forehand with a 
low, slicing backhand that barely 
came up off the clay court. 

”She's a strong girl,” said the 
19-year-old Horvath, who is ran- 
ked 26th. seven places above Sab- 
atini. ‘‘She played really well and 
it was not quite my day.” 


In the opening set, after Sab- 
atini took a 2-1 lead on service, 
the two exchanged seven con- 
secutive service breaks, giving 
Sabatini the set 6-4. 

The service breaks continued in 
the first two games of the second 
set. The next five games went on 
serve until Sabatini broke Hor- 
vath for 5-3 and then held at love 
for the match. 


minute match. 

Sabatini next faces fifth seed 
Zina Garrison, who struggled to 
beat fellow American Terry 
Phelps 7-6 (9-7). 6-7 (7-1), 6-1. 

The 1 1 th-seeded Graf, who will 
he 16 in June, beat Annabel Croft 
of Britain 6-1. 6-4 in 46 minutes. 
Graf will next face seventh-seeded 
Hungarian Andrea Temesvari. 

Temesvari won her first 11 
games against American Vicki 
Nelson and took a 6-0. 6-1 victory 
in 55 minutes. 

Top seed and seven-time cha- 
mpion Chris Even Lloyd begins 
defence of her title on Wednesday 
against fellow American Elise 

Burgin."- 

Second-seeded Manuela Mal- 
eeva of Bulgaria will face Iva Bud- 
arova of Czechoslovakia in ano- 
ther second-round match. 

Katerina Maleeva, at 15 two 
years younger than her sister 
Manuela, beat Raffaela Reggi of 
Italy 6-2. 6-3 in a First- round 
match. 

Sabatini avenged a 6-2. 6-0 loss 
to Horvath two weeks ago and 


Argentine soccer could be 
suspended as result of violence 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — The 
final stage of the Argentine nat- 
ional soccer championship could 
be suspended as a result of recent 
violence which in one case led to 
the death of a 14-year-old boy. a 
government spokesman said. 

“The public needs time to ref- 
lect.” interior undersecretary 
Raul Galvan said Tuesday night. 
He said a match between Velez 
Sarsfield and River Plate had been 
suspended indefinitely. 

Top government, police, Arg- 
entine Soccer Association (AFA) 
.and Buenos Aires city gov- 
ernment officials Tuesday pla- 
nned a meeting to decide what 
steps should be taken against soc- 
cer violence. . 

A national senator said he. 
would propose a resolution calling 
for the suspension of the national 
soccer tournament to give a cora : 


mission time to study ways of end- 
ing soccer violence. 

A 14-year-old boy, who was 
watching his first professional soc- 
cer match, died on Sunday after 
being hit by a bullet during vio- 
lence that led to the arrest of 508 
people and left at least 20 injured, 
police said. 


LOST PASSPORT 


Lost Bangladesh pas- 
sport No. C439360. If 
found please call 

S.M. Zaman over Tel: 
818777. 


Hagler predicts he’ll 
knock out Hearns 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Undisputed 
world middleweight champion 
Marvelous Marvin Hagler Wed- 
nesday said that he would knock 
Thomas Hearns out in their 12- 
round tide bout Monday, but bac- 
ked away from an earlier pre- 
diction of the round. 

•Til knot* him out, but Tm not 

going to predict the round.” Hag- 
ler told a news conference. “But it 
can end early.” . 

Hagler on his arrival here late 
Monday night had said, “Tin 
going to knock him out in the 

third.' 1 

Hearns, the current World Box- 
ing Council (WBC) sup- 
eiwelterweight and former World 
Boxitig Association (WBA) wel- 
terweight champion, had earlier 
predicted he would knock Hagler 
out in the third. 

Hagler had his first Las Vegas 
sparring session Tuesday. The 
'workout was closed to the public 
and news media. 

Hagler had been training in 
Palm Springs, California, for more 
than a month. “I went there to get 
used to the climate,” he said. 

Hearns arrived here almost two 
weeks ago after training in Miami. 


where the climate is also warm but 
more humid than it is in Las 
Vegas. 

Hagler, who won the mid- 
dleweight title in 1980 from Bri- 
ton Alan Minter, has a record of 
60-2 with 50 knockouts. 

Hearns is 40-1 with 34 kno- 
ckouts. 

Ali predicts 

Mohammad Ali Tuesday pre- 
dicted Hearns would knock out 
Hagler in tbeir fight and compared 
the bout to his classic con- 
frontations with Joe Frazier. 

“I think Hearns will knock him 
out in the ninth,” Ali told a press 
conference. 

“Their fight is just like when 1 
fought Frazier,” he said. “It's 
speed versus power with a short 
reach ” 

Hearns is taller than Hagler, the 
current undisputed world mid- 
dleweight champion, and is con- 
sidered by experts to have more- 
hand and foot speed. 

The same held true for Ali when 
he fought Frazier in the early and 
mid 1970s. Ali won two of their 
three fights. 


A 
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THE Daily Crossword by Alfio Mfcd 


ACROSS 
• 1 One 0152 
5 Bat 

10 Medieval tale 

13 Stead 

14 Gr. political 
assembly 

15 Ty of baseball 

16 Bedouin 

17 Cobbler ol 
Irish folklore 

19 Empty 

21 KnHe handle 

22 Nigerian 

23 Behind 
26 Law 

28 Convey from 
the premises 

31 Merciless 

32 GudnJn's 
husband 

!’ 33 Literary 
monogram 
35 Ives’ partner 
37 LBie smash 
shows 

40 Yankee 
Doodle-.” 

41 Father’ 

43 Metric teat 

44 — Stone 

47 Window units 

48 Bel — (It 
cheese) 

49 JMIanof TV 

50 Leon the author 
52 Drawing 

materials 
56 Lively da ness 
60 Angler's need 
81 Flagellate 

62 Pond plants 

63 Killer whale ' 

64 Wapiti 

65 Declivity 

66 Handers river 

DOWN 

1 Attired 

2 Eng. river 

3 Harvest 
. 4 Certain 

Irishman 

5 Angler Izaak 

6 Author James 

7 Political 
letters 



'M365 TnthM MMil Sendee!. Inc 
All fbghis Ftamwl 


8 Go wrong 

9 “Nonna — " 

10 Bread unit 

11 Touch on 

12 — Saud 

15 TV personality 
who married 
Cugat 

18 Huntley or 
Atkins 
20 It. town 

23 Take steps 

24 Quiz answer 

25 Combo 

26 Scrap 

27 Ol hearing 

29 Wharton's 
Ethan 

30 Misplays 

31 201 

32 The Ram 
34 Rds- 

36 Slave of yore 

38 Jungle vine 

39 Popular Irish 
tune 

42 Bar order 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 



45 Imitative 

46 Hasty 

47 Zoroastrian 

50 USSR river 

51 Chance 

52 Applaud 

53 Peddles 


54 Pleasant 

55 Have the lead 

56 — de Franca 

57 Ethiopian 
commander 

58 Building wing 

59 Concert 


» 




M 




JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Odoh Naber & Sons Transport Company has vac- 
ancies for tho following positions 

. 1-Two male secretaries with good command of Eng- 
lish language (written & spoken) typing, telex and 
experience in filing. 

2- One male typist with at least 3 years experience. 

Applications in own handwriting to be mailed to: 

Odeh Nabor & Sons Transport Co. 

P.O. Box 866 Amman - Jordan 


==== 

English and French 
Speaking Jordanian 
Female Seeks 
a part - time 
Secreterial Job 

Please Call 

Ruba 621321 Afternoon 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT , 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom j 
flats, w/w carpet, colour, 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, Jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 




ADMINISTRATIVE AND FOLLOW-UP 
VACANCY 

AT THE COMMERCIAL OFFICE OF SPAIN IN 
BAGHDAD 

Conditions: 

* Fouent Spanish 

’ Other languages: English or/and Arabic 
' Max. age: 35 

Interested send C.V. to: Commercial Office of 
Spain 

DisL 923 - St. 11 - No. 26A - Jadirya - Baghdad 
Phone: 7762396 Telex: 212503 OFCOMES IK 

WfiOjlft jjjLi A-/j» Ja*JI Sjljj 


Care Bears and Strawberry 
Shortcake, are two of the characters 
you meet when you visit us 

AMMAN BOOKSHOP 

A BIT MORE THAN A BOOKSHOP 

J. Insura ■> ca Bunding, 3rd Chela, Jabal Amman. 



To advertise in 
this section 


To advertise in 
this section 



To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Aircondhioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahhyyah Girls School 


Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 6138968 


3rd Circle, Jabal Amman i 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 


m 

I 


PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


I 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


I 


I s * Te 1.641 093 1 

E'BPBwamwa4 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbecue 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
| 1 specialities 

I Open daily 

[12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
j 6:30 p.m. - Midnight 


CHINA 

restaurant! 

1 AOOVE HOMAM 


The first and best Chinese 
- restaurant . 
in Aqaba 

Take' away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily ! 1 JO 0:30 - and 6 JO 
11:00 


AQABA, 

Tel: (0331) 4415 



CROWN 

international 

establishment 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
•torege. clearing, . 
door-to-door service 


mU ovar me tvorirJ 

I Tel: M4080T1X.- zoos m nm eo JO I 


AO. I 
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Economy 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


U)NDON (R) Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday- 


One sterling . 
One US. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.2095/2105 

13735/45 

3.1410/25- 

33490/5520 

2.6600/20 

6320/25 

93825/5925 

2000/2003 

254.60/75 

9.0900/50 

9.0475/0525 

112425/75 

323.90/323.90 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market closed firm in technical reaction to 
Tuesday’s losses but turnover remained ligh t. 

. Dealers said the one per cent rise in U.K. M3 money simply was 
m the middle of a widerange of forecasts while the £1.8 billion rise 
in bank leading was lower than expected. However, the figures 
had little initial effect on prices. 

The FT 30 share index at 1400 GMT was up nine points at 
9643 while the more broadly based FTSE 100 share index at 
1430 GMT was up 2.7 at 1272.9. Equities gained up to 13p 
among the leaders while government bonds ended with gains of 
up to % point. Gold shares were mixed and north Americans 
firmed. 

Pearl Assurance dropped 5 Op to 1,093 following lower than 
expected annual results, having opened at l,153p. Other life 
insurances drifted from their opening highs in sympathy. 

In mixed banks, Natwest eased 7p to 5 87while B arclays rose 4p 
to 3 39 having touched 344 as some demand was in its 
recently issued nil-paid shares which ended 7p higher at 188. 

Smiths Industries finned 15p to 206 following its half year 
results. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR THURS., APRIL II, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime findc you 
able to make considerable headway towards gaining the 
formulas you desire to have a greater success at 
whatever your outside Interests are. - 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Contact the most power- 
ful person of your acquaintance and show your finest 
abilities. Tonight, steer clear of the public. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You have fine ideas for 
bec omin g more successful, so pnt them in operation and 
'use only the most orthodox systems. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) If you apply yourself 
•seriously to regular work, you get better results now. 
Avoid business dealings in the evening. 

? f ^OOPT^mXJDREN^Juhe 22 to JuL 21) Be more 
• bu'sinesslikeandless emotional with your partners and 
get better results. Rest tonight. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get wefl organized early so 
that you can produce a great deal later in the day. but 
take time for health treatments in the evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Good day and evening 
for enjoying what it is you like most, but try not to spend 
too much money. Be thoughtful of loved ones. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Consider your aims 
carefully and do whatever will bring them into your life. 
Entertain at home this evening. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A good day to impress 
others with your organizational abilities, but steer dear 
of a pal who criticizes. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get busy stu- 
dying your newspaper and other periodicals so that you . 
can enhance your property interests. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Work out a plan 
that can bring you what you most need and desire and 
add extra benefits as wdL 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Stop daydreaming 
and get right to work on practical affairs and gain’ 
greater success. Spend a romantic evening. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) See as many friends as 
you can and arrange social affairs for the near future. 
Make big headway in personal affairs. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 12, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Until noon you will be 
winding up conditions from the past or 'where very con- 
servative and conventional activities are concerned. 
Don't hold on to past mistakes. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Handle worldly affairs 
in the morning, then plan what should be done to moder- 
nize your operations. Follow orders of bigwigs. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Put those new methods 
to work that are more practical and get your operations 
nicely modernized. A new contact has good ideas. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Early handle any col- 
lections and make payments that are pressing, then off 
to more interesting activities. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Make ar- 
rangements with a partner that are ideal, then handle 
your end of the bargain. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You can make big headway 
at work in the - morning and later you can do much that 
will please your* partners. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Before working on new 
mafrhrtrf-fq of operating, make appointments for the even- 
ing's fun. Budget your money welL 1 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle home affairs that 
await your attention in the morning, then ypu can join 
with a good friend at what pleases you. I 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Talks with allies can 
be handled satisfactorily in the morning. Then you can. 
handle home affairs well, also. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Plan just how 
to best handle vital home and business affaire, and then 
carry through. Get expert advice on property matters. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can gain some 
cherished wish in the morning and later handle monetary 
affairs very wisely. Read pertinent brochures. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Try a more practical 
approach if you want to gain that private aim. Be more 
direct and you get fine results. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Study how to be more 
consiste n tly successful in private affairs before you con- 
fer with an advisor quietly. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be very serious in childhood and will want to do 
everything in the standard and accented way, so be sure 
to provide a fine education. Give ^ood spiritual train- 
ing that can be of great help here. 


White House awaits specifics 
on Japanese trade measures 


SANTA BARBARA, California 
(R) — The Reagan administration 
is waiting for specific action by 
Japan to back up its outline pro- 
gramme for more open trade and 
end die threat of congressional 
protectionist measures. ■ ■ 

White House spokesmen wel- 
comed Japanese Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone’s ann- 
ouncement Tuesday of* the pro- 
posals including a three-year pro- 
gramme of simplification of imp- 
ort rules, some tariff cuts by June 
and a call for Japanese to be more 
import-minded. 

But they made dear they were 
waiting for concrete actions to 
ease the imbalance of trade bet- 
ween the two countries, which last 
year was $37 billion in Japan's 
favour. 

White House chief of staff Mr. 
Donald Regan said the ann- 
ouncement contained “ few new or 


immediate market-opening mea- 
sures", but the administration 
understood the Japanese would 
work out specific actions. 

Speaking at Santa Barbara, 
where President Reagan is on hol- 
iday, Mr. Regan called Mr. Nak- 
asone’s action courageous and 
said the prime minister was taking 
a big political risk. 

"He is attacking the problem on 
rwQ froms — removing trade bar- 
riers'; slowly to be sure — and also 
trying to change Japanese buying 
habits,” Mr. Regan said. 

But in Washington, U.S. Tre- 
asury Secretary James Baker war- 
ned: "We have to wait and see 
what the results are. we have to 
judge it on the basis of efforts to 
implement it, not just on the basis 
of what is said." 

Mr. Regan predicted the Jap- 
anese measures would have little 


effect on the 1985 trade deficit but 
could lessen the trade imbalance 
in 1986 and halve it within three 
or four years. 

He added that President Rea- 
gan was pleasantly surprised by 
Mr. Nakasone's statement and 
recognised the political difficulties 
involved. 

Mr. Reagan last month sent two 
envoys to Japan to impress on Mr. 
Nakasone the urgency of raking 
action to open Japanese markets 
in view of pressure from Congress 
for protectionism. 

Vice President George Bush 
urged Congress not to start a trade 
war by approving protectionist 
legislation. 

“It* s time that we and our tra- 
ding partners backed away from 
this protectionist cliff," be told a 
conference at the Import- Export 
Bank in Washington. 


Kuwait will soon reveal plan to 
revive economy, premier says 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s crown 
prince and prune minis ter Sheikh 
Saad AJ Abdulla A1 Sabah said in 
an interview published Tuesday 
that plans would be unveiled soon 
to revive the economy, but warned 
this would take time. 

He told the Arabic daily new- 
spaper AJ Wattan that, among 
other thin gs , the economy was 
hamstrung by lower oil prices and 
factors outside the Gulf state's 
control such as the 4Vi year war 
between neighbouring Iraq and 
nearby Iran. 

“The Gulf war is having an imp- 
act on the economy, creating fears 
and hesitation. If die war stopped, 
the situation would be different," 
he was quotyed as saying. 

He said despite hopes that dem- 
and for oil would pick up in the 
coming months, he expected the 
state budget for the 1985/86 fiscal 
year starting next July would again 
run a deficit — for the fourth year 
in a row. 

He gave no detailed forecast, 
but economists point out that sub- 
stantial income earned from the 
Gulf state's foreign investments is 
excluded in framing the budget, 
and easily covers budgeted sho- 
rtfalls. 

The government projected a 
budget : ‘Shortfall" of -704 million: 
dinars ($2.3 billion) for 1984/85, 


but lower spending than forecast 
should cut this considerably, eco- 
nomists say. 

Moreover, investment income 
not taken into account in the bud- 
get is estimated at around 1.2 to 
1.3 billion dinars ($4 billion) for 
1984/85. 

The crown prince said Finance 
and Economy Minister Jassun AJ 
Khorafi would present a com-, 
prehensive report to the national 
assembly in the coming weeks on 
ways to tackle the economy's ills. 

He said the report would rei- 
terate the state's full support for 
the country’s banks, which fin- 
ancial analysis say are saddled- 
with a number of problem Joan* 
linked to declines in prices of sha- 
res and real estate used as col- 
lateral. J 

The analysts add however, that 
the banks have built up vast hid- 
den reserves to comfortable cover 
potential bad debts. 

Die crown prince said the rep- 
ort to parliament would also deal 
with ways to rationalise the status 
of Kuwaiti closed companies and 
Gulf firms hit by the stock market, 
crash in 1982. 

He expected the report to give 
an initial psychological boost to 
the economy which, despite its 
setbacks, performed better than 


many others, he added. 

Local newspapers Tuesday rep- 
orted that the government had 
scrapped plans to create a major 
new bank from a merger of two 
existing institutions, but finance 
ministry and central bank officials 
could not be reached for com- 
ment 

Speculation has been rife that 
Burgas Bank and the Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East, each 
with a 60 to 70 per cent gov- 
ernment shareholding, would be 
merged into a bank with the lar- 
gest combined published capital in 
Kuwait. 

Such a unit would have ranked 
third in size among Kuwaiti banks 
on the basis of declared assets, 
banking sources said. 

Officials at each of the banks 
declined u> comment on the rep- 
ort, carried by the Arabic daily A1 
Rai AJ Am and reproduced in 
other dailies, which cited strong 
opposition to the plan on the gro- 
unds it could create unfair com- 
petition. 

Talks on a merger were rep- 
orted widely to have reached an 
advanced stage and there had 
been talk in the banking industry 
that it had already been decided to 
name the new institution Kuwait 
International Bank. 


China to pr ess ahead with reforms 


PEKING (R) — China will press, 
ahead with a major programme of 
wage and price reforms this year, 
despite problems three months 
ago which forced the government 
to clamp down on the money sup- 
ply and slow the economy. 

The decision, passed Wed- 
nesday by the parliament, the Nat- 
ional People's Congress (NPC), 
was contained in the final res- 
olution of the N PCs dosing ses- 
sion. 

Legislators also approved the- 
outline 1985 budget. Prime Min- 
ister Zhao Ziyang’s annual gov- 
ernment report and China’s agr- 
eement with Britain on the har- 
dback of Hong Kong iq 1997. 


Mr. Zhao said in his report the 
government was taking measures 
to dampen down the economy 
after inflationary increases in 
wages and the money supply late 
last year and in early 1985. 

The NPC resolution stressed 
that China should seek steady 
progress and guard against putting 
too much emphasis on economic 
growth for its own sake. 

As China opened to the outside 
world, it should also stress dis- 
cipline, morality, socialist ethics 
and love for the motherland, the 
resolution said. 

It should oppose unhealthy pra- 
ctices, decadent capitalist and 
feudal ideas and go all out to build 


a socialist civilisation, the doc- 
ument said. 

Premier Zhao, Finance Min- 
ister Wang Bingqian and other 
senior government leaders war- 
ned colleagues of what they ter- 
med the “evil winds" sweeping 
C hina. 

Mr. Wang lashed out at cor- 
ruption, ostentation and ext- 
ravagance by some state officials 
and firms, saying they were ser- 
iously undermining Communist 
Party policies. 

The resolution said no one sho- 
uld be allowed to violate the law or 
discipline in the name of carrying 
out China's economic reforms. 
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Credit ratings of borrowing 
countries bounce back, 
international survey shows 

kicii; vnnir t«i »•. ■» * _*■ .... j M n mwicolu f 


NEW YORK (AP) — The creditworthiness of many 
nations of the world have staged a modest comeback 
in recent months, despite a con tinning concern for 
the international debt crisis, according to a survey 
by a magazine spe cialising in global finan cing. 


The survey published by Ins- 
titutional Investor in its March 
issue showed that the cre- 
ditworthiness of 109 countries as 
perceived by leading international 
bankers readied its highest level 
since September 1983. 

In its latest semi-annual survey, 
the bankers were asked to grade 
each of the countries on a scale of 
zero to 100. with zero rep- 
resenting the least creditworthy 
and 100 representing the most 
creditworthy with the least chance 
of default. The sample for the 
study, which is updated every six 
months, ranges from 75 to 100 
banks, each of which provides its 
own ratings, the magazine said. 

In the latest rankings, only 37 
countries — just one-third of 
those rated — made the 50 point 
cutoff, and only 32 did as well as 
the all-time high average of 55.4 
points posted in September 1979. 

Nevertheless, it added, if the 
survey is to have its own '‘psy- 
chological barrier", it is arguably 
the 40- point mark, which was 
topped in the latest ratings for the 
first five in 18 months. 

The magazine, however, cau- 
tioned against anyone who “hails 
the end of the debt crisis." The 
global average ratings in its latest 
survey was only 40.2 points com- 
pared with the respectable 50- 
points range in the “forgotten 
days of the lending boom — bef- 
ore Poland, before Mexico and 
before Brazil.'' 

But while the international debt 
crisis is still here, perceived cre- 
ditworthiness — as one measure 
of both lender confidence and the 
state of the debt crisis — has most 
definitely staged a comeback, the 
magazine said. 

It said the latest ratings were 
buoyed by significant imp- 
rovement on the part of a number 
of individual countries notably 
Romania. Turkey, East Germany, 
Pakistan, Cyprus, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia. 

But growing lender confidence 
is perhaps based more on broader 
regional assumptions and the per- 
ception that might have settled 
into a somewhat predictable pat- 
tern. 

The Institutional Investor said 
that a number of regional themes 
emerged in its survey. 

In Asia, for instance, China, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan were all 
boosted by the signature of an 
accord between Peking and Lon- 
don regarding the future of Hong 
Kong, and by China's new eco- 
nomic plans. 

The Philippines and Malaysia 
lost ratings points because of their 
economic and political unc- 
ertainty. In some Lathi American 
countries, especially Brazil and 
Mexico which have come to terms 
with their creditors through 
multi-year reschedulings, posted 
gains, while politically fragile cou- 
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a tries like Peru and Chile, did not. 

Die survey confirmed again 
that Western Europe has become 
a model of constancy and cre- 
ditworthiness. An unswavering 
commitment to sound economic 
and fiscal management made int- 
ernational banters rate the 18 
countries of the region as one, it 
said. 

Rankings within the region 
have been virtually frozen thr- 
oughout the past 30 months, while 
the region's average rating has 
improved steadily since March 
1984, it said. 

Much the same can be said 
a about improvement in East Eur- 
opean creditworthiness, it added. 

In Africa, the effects of weak 
commodities prices, drought and 
political tension continue to dep- 
ress ratings. 

Die magazine said that only 
Gabon and Mauritius appear to be 
making headway. 

Die fortunes of the Middle East 
continue to slip while price of oil 
and all s ig ns are showing they will 
not improve until political pro- 
blems are solved, it said. Egypt 
with its diversified economy and 


Cyprus stand out precisely on this, 
the magazin e said. 

Die bankers summed up the 
Middle East credit situation in one 
sentence: “It is better, but not 
much," said the Institutional Inv- 
estors. 

Saudi Arabia has bom the brunt 
of OPEC production cuts, acc- 
ording to one New York eco- 
nomist, “because Riyadh acts as a 
swing producers on production 
limits, forcing the Saudis to cut 
more." The kingdom's rating thus 
slid 2.6 points Over the past year 
and bankers predict further dec- 
line. 

Bankers praise Jordan 

Regarding Jordan, a London 
economist estimates that aid from 
the Gulf states which once exc- 
eeded $1 billion annually has dwi- 
ndled by 20 to 25 per cent. Pre- 
dictably. Jordan's ratings has sli- 
pped, if only by a little more than a 
point. But bankers say the fin- 
ancial community looks with fav- 
our on a government that shows 
“good management with few res- 
ources." the magazine said. 

There is Jess praise for Israel's 
economic management, it said, 
and lenders downgraded Israel's 
rating by 1.1 points. Inflation, 
which has soared into triple digits, 
is “totally out of control" one 
banker said. 


Here are the top 10 countries with credit ratings and cooperative 

figures from a year ago: 




1. United States 

95.6 points 

down 0.4 

2. Japan 

95.1 


unchanged 

3. Switzerland 

94.7 



4. West Germany 

93.1 


up 0.4 

5. United Kingdom 

88.8 


up 0.2 

6. Canada 

87.1 


up 0.3 

7. Netherlands 

86.3 


up 0.7 

8. Norway 

86.2 


up 0.4 

9. Australia 

83.9 


up 0.3 

10. Austria 

82.5 


up 1.2 

The regional rankings with global 

ranks 

credit 

ratings and 

com parative figures from a year ago: 



1. Saudi Arabia 

20 

69.6 

down 2.6 

2. Kuwait 

26 

63.9 

up 1.6 

3. United Arab Emirates 

28 

60.8 

down 0.2 

4. Bahrain 

30 

56.5 

down 0.5 

5. Qatar 

32 

55.4 

down 0.4 

6. Oman 

37 

50.8 

up 1.7 

7. Jordan 

52 

36.1 

up 0.3 

8. Cyprus 

54 

35.53 

up 2.6 

9. Egypt 




10. Israel 

63 

28.9 

up 0.6 

11. Iraq 

78 

19.9 

down 0.1 

12. Iran 

79 

08.9 

up 0.5 

13. Syria 

81 

18.5 

up 1.1 

14. Lebanon 

93 

12.4 

down 1.8 

Regional average rating: 


40.1 

up 0.1 

Global average rating: 


40.2 

up 0.5 



i forgot to buy razor blades. Tell your boss 
you have a rare case of cactus fever." 


\ THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SUMIC 
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□ i am 


MOYPLE 


□ 

_a_ 



Guess what — I've found a 
new.qulcker way to gel home! 
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WHAT SHE THOUSHT 
HER HUSB/MP'S 
C RE PIT CARP W AS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumble* BROOK HAREM STODGY APIECE 
Answer: Full of beans!— A POD 
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House speaker to deliver 
summit letter to Kremlin 


WASHINGTON (R) — House of Representatives 
Speaker Thomas O’Neill Is carrying a letter from 
President Reagan for Mikhail Gorbachev rea- 
ffirming support for a summit, the White House 
said. 

A White House spokesman, ago frora'Mr. Gorbachev in which 
asked to comment on a Teport in .he reportedly gave a positive res- 
the Washington Post that the lei- ponse to an early superoower 
ter “reaffirmed" Mr. Reagan's summit, although a date ana place 
support For a summit, said “I can have yet to be set. 
confirm that he (O'Neill) is car- Mr. Reagan has said he hoped 
rying such a letter.” Mr. Gorbachev will travel to the 

Mr. O'Neill, a Democrat from United States for the summit mee- 
Massachuseus. is leading a 13- ting and administration officials 
member delegation of U.S. leg- have suggested it could be at the 
islators on a six -day visit to the United Nations General Ass- 
Soviet Union. The group met with embly in New York in September. 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei The Post said the letter to be 
Gromyko. " delivered by Mr. O’Neill stresses 

The’ White House spokesman “ the importance th«- United States 
declined to comment further on attaches to a resolution of the pro- 
the report chat appeared in Wed- bleras between rhe two cou- 
nesday's post. n tries.” 

The report from Moscow quo- Mr. Reagan is the first U.S. pre- 
ted an unidentified member of the sident in more than 50 years who 
U.S. delegation as saying that Mr. has not met his Soviet cou- 
Reagan s letter was a follow-up to nterpart. During his first four-year 
the president's summit invitation term, he rejected the idea of a 
last month, delivered by Vice Prc- summit with both Mr. Chernenko 
sident George Bush at Lhe funeral and his predecessor, 
of Mr. Gorbachev's predecessor . The choice of the 54-year-old 
Konstantin Chernenko. Gorbachev at a time when U.S.? 

Mr. Reagan's letter was also a Soviet arms talks have been res- 
personal response to a message umed after a 15-month hiatus 
Mr. Reagan received two weeks appears to have had an impact on 


ponse to an early superpower 
summit, although a date ana place 
have yet to be set. 

Mr. Reagan has said he hoped 
Mr. Gorbachev will travel to the 
United States for the summit mee- 
ting and administration officials 
have suggested it could be at the 
United Nations General Ass- 
embly in New York in September. 

The Post said the letter to be 
delivered by Mr. O'Neill stresses 
“ the importance the United States 
attaches to a resolution of the pro- 
blems between rhe two cou- 
ntries." 

Mr. Reagan is the first U.S. pre- 
sident in more than 50 years who 
has not met his Soviet cou- 
nterpan. During his first four-year 
term, he rejected the idea of a 
summit with both Mr. Chernenko 
and his predecessor. 

The choice of the 54-year-old 
Gorbachev at a time when U.S.? 
Soviet arms talks have been res- 
umed after a 15-month hiatus 
appears to have had an impact on 


Mr. Reagan’s previous opposition 
to a superpower meeting. 

The Reagan administration 
Tuesday expressed dis- 
appointment with the early pos- 
itions tabled by the Soviet Union 
in Geneva arms negotiations and 
said so far there had been no real 
advances. 

Mr. Gorbachev publicly put 
forward one of Moscow’s pro- 
posals on Sunday when he ann- 
ounced a temporary moratorium 
on Soviet deployment of SS-20 
missiles targeted on Western 
Europe. 

A senior administration official 
who asked not to be identified told 
Reuters that the Soviet offer ind- 
icated an unwillingness on Mos- 
cow's pan to come up with som- 
ething different. 

“There is nothing new in Mr. ! 
Gorbachev's proposal, but it is 
interesting that his first proposal is 
an old one," he said. 

The official noted that Mr. 
Gorbachev had been portrayed as 
a new man with new ideas, but 
said: “So far, he hasn't proven to 
be ... We haven't seen any new 
ideas." 

The official said the adm- 
inistration was disappointed that 
“the. first couple of things they 
table are previous positions re- 
done." 


Neves grave after Sixth operation 


SAO PAULO (R) — Brazil's 
President-Elect Tancredo Neves, 
75. was in grave condition Wed- 
nesday after undergoing surgery 
for the sixth time in less than a 
month, official sources said. 

After an optimistic medical bul- 
letin following the insertion of a 
breathing lube in his windpipe, 
Mr. Neves' heartbeat rate rose to 
160 per minute and slowed to 130 
only after doctors gave him a heart 
massage, the sources said. 

Tests were being carried out to 
discover the causes of the crisis, in 
which Mr. Neves' temperature 
and blood pressure momentarily 
fell below norma). 

An official bulletin early Wed- 


nesday said both vital signs were 
back to normal and the heartbeat 
rate was down to 110. 

Presidential Spokesman Ant- 
onio Brito said Tuesday night the 
latest operation had been a com- 
plete success. A medical bulletin 
said infection from earlier surgery 
was under control. 

Mr. Neves had been breathing 
with the aid of oxygen fed through 
an uncomfortable mouth tube, 
which prevented him from talking 
and taking food orally, since his 
fifth operation last Thursday to 
drain abdominal infection. 

His doctors said they opted for 
the tracheotomy when it became 
clear he would need breathing 


help for some time. 

Vice-President Jose Samey 
became interim head of state 
when Mr. Neves was prevented 
from taking office as Brazil's first 
civilian president in 21 years. 

AH panies have voiced support 
for Mr. Samey. who under the 
constitution would remain in off- 
ice for the full six-year term if Mr. 
Neves were unable to become pre- 
sident. 

Bui politicians have said this 
could create political difficulties 
within Mr. Neves' Brazilian Dem- 
ocratic Movement Party (PMDB) 
which regards Mr. Samey, a for- 
mer leader of the military's Social 
Democrats, with suspicion. 


Thatcher 
gives new 
momentum 
to ties with 
Indonesia 

JAKARTA (R) — Britain’s 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher gave fresh momentum to 
relations with Indonesia Wed- 
nesday. ducking a row over East 
Timor. 

Mrs. Thatcher, on the first visit 
to Indonesia by a British leader, 
held nearly two hours of talks with 
President Suharto. 

British officials said Mrs. Tha- 
tcher, on the fourth stop of a six- 
nation Asian tour, was keen to 
give new impetus to bilateral rel- 
ations and one of her press aides 
said the meeting went very well. 

The one issue which could have 
flared up was East Timor, the 
former Portuguese colony ann- 
exed by Indonesia in 1976. Ind- 
onesia has been accused of human 
rights abuses there. 

Indonesia's Secretary of State 
Sudharmono said Mrs! Thatcher 
wanted more data on the all- 
egations. One British source said 
Mr. Suharto briefed her on East 
Timor and she asked some pro- 
bing questions. 

British officials said Mrs. Tha- 
tcher reaffirmed Britain's position 
that East Timor was a matter to be 
settled between Indonesia and 
Portugal at the United Nations. 

Roman Catholic Church lea- 
ders have voiced concern and the 
London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International has 
! accused Indonesian troops of bru- 
I tality, torture and massacres. Ind- 
| onesia has repeatedly denied the 
allegations. 

Britain's relations with Ind- 
onesia have improved under Mr. 
Suharto, who became president in 
1968. The British embassy in Jak- 
arta was sacked by rioters in 1963 
during the turbulent days of Pre- 
sident Sukarno's confrontation 
with Malaysia. 

Mrs. Thatcher said Tuesday 
night at a banquet that Mr. Suh- 
ano had shown strong leadership 
and compiled an impressive rec- 
ord of economic management. 


26 Indians killed in 
Kashmir bus accident 


Santiago double bomb 
blast injures two men 


Bangladesh police arrest 
two opposition leaders 


SANTIAGO (R) — Two men 
were injured by flying glass in a 
double bomb attack at a shopping 
plaza in the Chilean capital, eye- 
witnesses said. 

A watchman at a bank told rep- 
oners two bombs exploded within 
three minutes at around 10.30 
p.m. (0230 GMT). 

The victims, who were wounded ■ 
in the head and legs, were among a 
group of passers-by looking at 
windows shattered by the first 
blasL when the second explosion 
occurred, he said. 

Tuesday night's explosions occ-' 
urred only a few hundred metres 
from the site of a car bomb attack 
on another shipping centre in the 
elegant Providencia .district two 
weeks ago. 

Leftist guerrillas opposed to 
Chile's military government cla- 
imed responsibility then but there 
was no immediate claim Tuesday 
night. 

Three more bombs exploded in 
the coastal cities of Valparaiso and 
Vina Del Mar. 

Eyewitnesses said a passer-by. 
was injured by one of the blasts 
outside a post office in Vina. 

The other two bombs were pla- 
nted in the centre of Valparaiso, 
near the offices of Lhe governor. 


They caused damage but no cas- 
ualties. 

Masked gunmen Tuesday rai- 
ded the offices of an opposition 
trade union and seized 5,000 
pamphlets cal ling for protests aga- 
inst Chile's military government, 
the union's president said. 

Sergio Troncoso, Communist 
head of the Confederation of Con- 
struction Workers’ Unions, said 
the Taiders had threatened to kill 
him and seven other officials in the 
offices at the time. 

He said 1 0 men, armed with pis- 
tols and revolvers, had sprayed 
paint in the hair of the women, 
stolen their handbags and sma- 
shed spectacles. They had taken 
away the pamphlets, union rec- 
ords, two typewriters, a camera 
and a calculator. 

Mr. Troncoso is a member of 
the executive committee of the 
Workers' National Command of 
opposition trade unions, which 
has called for demonstrations on 
Thursday. 

The call follows the murder of 
three government opponents 10 
days ago after a raid on the offices 
of one of them. Mr. Troncoso and 
his union were prominent at the 
funerals of the victims. 


DHAKA ( R) — Police said Wed- 
nesday they had arrested an opp- 
osition leader and the chief of the 
Bangladesh Supreme Court Bar 
Association in what appeared to 
be a fresh crackdown on opp- 
onents of President Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad. 

Tofael Ahmad, organising sec- 
retary of the Awami League 
Party, and Shamsui Huq Cho- 
wdhury were taken from their 
homes by police Tuesday night, 
family sources said. 

The police declined to give rea- 
sons for the arrests, but they told 
Reuters they were looking for 
several other opposition leaders 
and activists. 

The arrests were made hours 


after the military government 
announced dates for controversial 
Upa-Zilla (rural council) elections 
on May 16 and 20. 

The elections, originally sch- 
eduled for March last year, were 
put off after protests by the cou- 
ntry’s main opposition groups 
which said any polls under martial 
law would strengthen Gen. Ere- 
hatfs powers. 

Gen. Ershad told a rally outside 
Dhaka Tuesday that he was det- 
ermined to hold elections for the 
460 Upa-Zillas and promised 
strict security measures to prevent 
interference in the voting. 

He said persidential and par- 
liamentary elections would be 
held after the rural polls but gave; 
no dates. 


Honduran, U.S. forces 
hold joint manoeuvres 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
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DOUBLY SAFE 
Neither vulnerable. South deals. play — a 
NORTH Declare 

4K982 West was 
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SOUTH 

♦ A J 54 

7K3 

v A J 2 

♦ A842 
Tbe bidding: 

Sooth West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of ? . 

Obviously, you stand a better 
chance of being right if you play a 
defender for one of two cards rather 
than one specific card. That was the 
sad lesson South learned on this 
deal. 

Norths bidding gets no plaudits 
from this department. With a ruff- 
ing value in clubs, he should have 
checked on the possibility of a 4-4 
spade fit. The spade game would 
have presented few problems. 

Against three no trump West led 
the jack of hearts. Declarer won in 
hand, crossed to the king of spades 
and finessed the jaek. W’est won the 
queen and made a fine defensive 


play — a low heart. 

Declarer had to decide whether 
West was leading from the A-J-l0of 
hearts or whether his suit was head- 
ed by the jack. After much agoniz- 
ing. he chose to play East for the 
ace and ducked in dummy in an ef- 
fort to block the suit — down one. 

We can't fault declarer for going 
wrong in hearts - we. too. have 
gone wrong on occasion. His 
mistake was in the way he managed 
the spade suit. 

Had declarer needed four tricks 
from the suit, his line of play would 
have been above criticism; but 
three were sufficient for the con- 
tract. Declarer could afford to lose a 
spade trick to East, since then the 
queen of hearts would have been 
s&fe from attack. As long as East 
held one of the missing honors, that 
could be accomplished. 

At trick two declarer should cash 
the ace of spades, then lead toward 
the king and simply cover any card 
West plays. Unless West has both 
missing spade honors, the contract 
is a certainty. 

Incidentally, note that declarer 
has a problem in the heart suit only 
because the opponents were using 
standard leads. Had the defenders 
been playing that the lead of the 
jack denies a higher honor and that 
the 10 promises none or two higher, 
tbe position would have been 
crystal dear. 


LAS HORMIGAS. Honduras 
{ R) — Honduran troops were fac- 
ing a mock armoured invasion 
from Nicaragua Wednesday, sta- 
ged by U.S. tanks taking part in 
joint manoeuvres. 

The war games, five kilometres 
from the Nicaraguan border in the 
arid province of Choiuteca, are 
the latest in a series of U.S.- 
Honduran exercises designed to 
keep pressure on Nicaragua's 
left-wing Sandinist government. 

About 5,000 Americans and an 
equal number of Honduran troops 
are taking part in the five-day 
manoeuvres, called Big Pine 
Three, which include an attack by 
1 7 American M-60 tanks on Hon- 
duran positions. 

The Hondurans are expected to 
beat back the “Nicaraguans" and 
drive them to the border with their 
British Scorpion and Salad in arm- 
oured vehicles, a Honduran off- 
icer told reporters.' 

The site was chosen because it 
was the only are in Honduras sui-' 
table for tank manoeuvres and the 
most likely place for a Nicaraguan 
attack if they decided to invade, 
he said. 

It is the first time U.S. tanks 
have been introduced to Central 
America, where three countries 
are locked in bitter guerrilla wars. 

The United States maintains a- 
strong military presence in Hon- 
duras, its staunchest ally in the reg- 
ion. to deter what it regards as 
Managua's expansionist amb- 
itions. 

Nicaragua has more than 70 
Soviet-made tanks and an army of 
60,000 men. the largest of any 
country in Central America. It 
says a strong military force is nec- 
essary to fight U^. -backed rebels 
operating from bases in Hon- 
duras and to prepare for the pos- 
sibility of a U.S.-led invasion. 


Managua savs Lhe nearly- 
continuous war games staged in 
Honduras for the past three years 
area front for U.S. preparations to 
invade Nicaragua. 

Honduran officials say the latest 
manoeuvres are designed to exp- 
•ose Honduran forces to a tank 
battle and prepare them to “def- 
end the sovereignty of Hon- 
duras." 

“If you want peace you must 
prepare yourself for war." said 
Colonel Jose Samos Ortez Pena. 
• Honduran operations chief. 

Meanwhile, deputy foreign min- 
isters from the Coma do ra cou- 
ntries and Central America meet 
in Panama Thursday to relaunch a 
peace initiative for Central Ame- 
rica only a week after President 
Reagan made separate proposals 
for peace in Nicaragua. 

The ministers are due to discuss 
ways to monitor military forces in 
the region, a proposal mooted by 
Contadora last year. 

The two-day gathering will be 
die Contadora Group’s first with 
Central American countries since 
a February meeting was cancelled 
due to a diplomatic row between 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua, now 
settled. 

President Reagan’s call last 
week for a cease-fire and talks 
between U.S.-backed rebels and 
Nicaragua's left-wing government 
is unlikely to have a major impact 
on Thursday’s meeting but will 
become a factor later, Pan- 
amanian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Jose Maria Cabrera said Tuesday. 

“It has no direct relationship 
with the issues on our agenda," he 
said after a two-day preliminary 
meeting in Caracas with col- 
leagues from fellow Contadora 
members Mexico, Venezuela and 
Colombia. “It will have its effect 
at a later stage." 


NEW DELHI (R) — Twenty-six 
Indian tourists were killed and 61 
injured when their bus plunged 
more than 60 metres off a road in a 
mountainous region of northern 
India, police said Wednesday. 

P.L. Bhuttoo, deputy police 
chief in the' Jammu and Kashmir 
state town of Jammu told Reuters 
by telephone that no foreigners' 
were involved in the accident 
which occurred Tuesday night. 

He said the bus, carrying tou- 
rists from Calcutta, skidded off the 
road linking Jammu with the state 
capital of Srinagar. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency reported that five of the 
injured were in critical condition 
at a hospital. 

Senior officials and police were 
investigating the accident, the 
agency said. It did not give details. 

Jammu and Kashmir is popular 
among Indians and foreign visitors 
for its mountain scenery and cool 
summer climate. 

Meanwhile in Punjab at least 
two people were injured when 


groups of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi’s supporters clashed 
Wednesday in Amritsar, the Press 
Trust of India (PTT) news agency 
reported. 

PTI said police used batons and 
a politician's bodyguard fired his 
submachine gun in the air to dis- 
perse members of Gandhi’s Con- 
gress (I) Party who were fighting 
each other with bricks in tbe Sikh 
holy dty. 

The trouble erupted when party 
youth workers were barred from a 
reception for one of five Congress 
(I) secretaries-general. Rajinder 
Kumari Bajpai, it said. 

Security bas been stepped up in 
Amritsar with troops deployed on 
rooftops ahead of rallies planned 
for Saturday. 

One rally marks the Jaliainwala 
Bagh massacre of April 13, 1919. 
when British troops gunned down 
more than 300 people, including 
Sikhs and Hindus. In another, 
rival Sikh groups wiU celebrate the 
Baisakhj harvest festival in the 
Goldem Temple complex. 


Witness says Aquino was 
shot on- aircraft steps 


MANILA (R) — A private sec- 
urity guard, contradicting the mil- 
itary version of Benigno Aquino’s 
murder, said Wednesday the Phi- 
lippine opposition leader was shot 
as he descended an aircraft sta- 
irway at Manila Airport. 

Ramon Layoso, 58, told a court 
trying Armed Forces Chief Gen- 
eral Fabian Ver and 25 other men 
in connection with the murder that 
when he heard the first shot the 
former senator was on the last two 
steps. 

Layoso, a retired soldier who 
gave similar evidence before an 
official inquiry last year, was the 
first witness to challenge in court 
the military's statements that Sen. 
Aquino was killed by an alleged 
Communist agent, Rolando GaJ- 
man, on the tarmac. 

“When I looked up after hea- 
ring the first shot, 1 saw them on 
the last two steps," he told the 
court, adding that he was near the 
staircase at the time. 

But he said he did not see who 
killed Sen. Aquino or Galman, 
who was shot dead by soldiers 
moments after Sen. Aquino was 
murdered at the airport as he ret- 
urned on Aug. 21, 1983, from 
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voluntary exile in the United Sta- 
tes. 

Layoso said that before Sen. 
Aquino was escorted from the 
plane by troops a soldier told him 
and security guard Olivia Reyes to 
stay away from the area. 

“I went to Olivia Reyes to ask 
her why she was not at the plane' s 
door where she was supposed to 
be but the soldier told us to go 
away,*' he said. At the time he was 
supervisor of private security gua- 
rds deployed at the airport. _ 

Reyes had testified before the 
inquiry that military men pre- 
vented her from going up the 
plane stairs. Reyes, another guard 
and an aircraft cargo handler are 
still bung sought to give evidence. 

The hearing was adjourned 
until April 17 after prosecutors 
said no other witnesses were imm- 
ediately available. Several pre- 
vious hearings have been adj- 
ourned because witnesses were 
not available or could not be 
found. 

Gen. Ver, Kinsman and dose 
confidant of President Ferdinand 
Marcos, and tw6 other defendants 
.are free on bail. All the accused 
•have pleaded not guilty. 
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Mad kangaroo attacks 12-year -old girl 

PERTH (R) — A huge red kangaroo grabbed a £ 2 "y ea {^SJ[j 
bythe throat at an Easter holiday barbecue and had to be i kilted 
when it returned to the attack after bemg dragged off. .the , guls 
mother said Wednesday. Katie Schmidt was badly scratched and 
binenon the head, ear and neck before thetwo-metre amraa^ was 
killed with a fence post at the barbecue in Nungaloo. 300 kil- 
ometres north of Penh. 'Tra sure many peoplethmk kangaroo 
are tame little things but this one just coming back at us, Joan 
Schmidt told reporters. Katie's father Wayne was bitten twice as 
he battled to free his daughter from the berserk animal, three- 
men dragged the kangaroo away by the tail but n carae back ^garo. 
A local farmer finally pulled up a fence post and bludgeoned it to 
. death. 

Tremor shakes Soviet Azerbaijan 

MOSCOW (R) — An earth tremor of moderate strength shook 
Soviet Azerbaijan, the second quake in the region in three days, 
the official Soviet News Agency TASS reported. TASS said there 
were no fatalities but several old buildings were damaged. The 
quake was centred on the village of Kubatla in the c f. ntraI /!^^ 
of the Transcaucasian republic. A tremor of similar strength 
shook neighbouring Armenia on Sunday. 

Drought Intis 3m cattle in Kenya 

NAIROBI (R) — Three million of Kenya’s 10 million head of 
cattle died in last year’s drought. Junior Agriculture Minister 
George Mwicigi was quoted as saying. The official Kenya News 
Agency said he was speaking at an agricultural school graduation 
ceremony. Kenya was among 23 African countries which were hit 


Nepal raises fees for mountain climbing 

KATHMANDU (R) — Mountaineers will have to pay more to 
scale Nepal's Himalayan peaks later this year, a government 
newspaper reported Wednesday. The government is increasing 
fees for climbing during the autumn mountaineering season by 10 
per cent, the newspaper Rising Nepal said. An expedition will 
have to pay the authorities $3,000 to attempt Mount Everest, the 
world's highest peak — an increase of $300. The newspaper, 
quoting a government notification, said the rise in fees was aimed 
at keeping pace with growing demand for access to the mountains. 

Man ordered to pray at victim’s grave 

CLEARWATER, Florida (AP)-- Joseph Link walked up to the 
grave of an 1 1-year-old hit-and-run victim and began his court- 
ordered visit with a silent prayer. He said the prayer on Easter 
evening was partly for the boy and partly for himself. He was the 
driver. “I pray that he is-in heaven with God," he said. “I ask God 
to forgive me for what Fve done. I'm sorry it ever happened. 2 
think of itevery day — the idea that I took a boy’s life," said Lint, 
32. Link was ordered by a judge last month to visit the child's 
grave for six anniversaries as pan of his sentence for vehicular 
homicide and leaving the scene of an accident! April 7 was the first 
anniversary of the death of Edward “Tony" Sylanski. On his way 
to a party last year. Link struck and killed the youngster, who was 
pushing his bicycle up a hill. Link said he thought he had only bit a 
road sign and didn' t stop since he wasn’ t concerned about damage 
to his car. He turned himself in three days later after learning he 
was being sought. He's been sentenced to one year house arrest,, 
followed by five years probation. 
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ACROSS 




1 MIscMeeoue 

35 CaB Ha — • 

65 They're not 

04 Refuge 

5 Ptenf fiber 

36 Australian 

what they 

95 Soup 

9 Seetwefl 

fangs hetee 

data lobe 

96 Legiartinous 

13 Mockery 

38 Froze ewer 

68 Semblance 

tree 

18 London district 

42 Presaga 

69 Panola 

96 Bitter meeflekw 

19 Bvbtosome 

43 Spend lima 

71 Short trip 

100 Ckcte parts 

20 Exchange 

Idly 

72 Express 

101 Professional 

piwnbnn 

45 Famous tenor 

contempt 

phony 

21 Egyptian 

46 Start 

73 Small dwalBng 

105 Cartridge belt 

dandngglri 

47 Uncompromising 

74 The knee 

107 Boundary 

22 Spadaltsta 

48 Axhandtes 

75 Merchant 

106 Related on 

In wfldcat 

SO Centaur stain 

78 Royal Mtiate 

Mother's side 

ventures 

by Hercslea 

fi Gets around 

110 Clever achemer 

24 Outburst 

52 Hospital per- 

63 Norse god of 

■ 113 Sumdriad brick 

26 Hefty 

aemafcafabr. 

praeperlty 

114 Pateta's place 

27 Toochy pieces 

53 Overcome by 

85 Office machine 

115 Political Long » 

29 FOmflaramer 

cfevemett 

87 Glacial Ice 

116 Small case 

31 WHeofZans 

55 Jalopy 

88 Raises 1o 

1 17 Gar. dear 

32 Towel material 

57 Dander 

PCMW 

118 Piquancy 

33 Poet Robert 

58 Devoured 

90 Accftrtty 

119 “— great day 

Lee- 

sa — fwt 

91 Tree of Java 

lgr_" 

34 Fasten e 

60 Retina 

92 Godot (ova 

120 “StU waters 

nautical rope 

62 Belgian dty 

93 Arab prince 

run — * 

DOWN 




1 Onager 

25 Exhausts 

56 Expect 

84 Suffix with 

2 Commotion 

26 Judge 

60 Religious 

treat or export 

3 Thosewtth 

30 Tiaras 

leader 

66 Having small 

la king ways 

31 Macho type 

61 Taunting cry 

towers 

4 Radptentofe 

34 Physicist 

62 bidehlscent 

89 Hsra Hup 

spedal degree 

Weis 

fruit 

90 Windpipe 

5 Fur 

38 Float 

63 Slat 

branches 

6 Thai Is 

37 Cunning 

64 Book aba 

94 Pie — mode 

7 Mbit las 

39 Gambling 

65 Charged etom 

85 Former boxing 

6 Loser 

place 

66 CurwaH 

champion 

9 Impudent 

40 Toughens 

peddlers 

97 Modify 

10 Expression of 

41 Laavsbilhe 

67 Divulged 

88 Radas — 

•version 

krch 

70 Mosaic part 

S9 Sound units 

11 VMddaptey 

43 Grimace 

72 Rebel 

101 Chela 

12 Bluffing 

44 Scrap 

75 — grapes 

102 Cloak 

fuetsnder 

45- Sleight-of-hand 

78 Put larder 

103 Hebrew 
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13 Cent 

14 Synthetic 
materials 

15 Ne^ect 

16 Sing ul«r 

17 God of thunder 
S3 Wagon 


whb 

46 Lodge 
49 N Imbue 
SI Interior 
fol lower 
54 Wipes up 
56 Naval off. 


77 Chose piece# 

78 He has two 
faces 

79 Salters 
60 Web 
82 Portray 


Diagram!*** n X 17. by Mary Cee Wkitten 


ACROSS 
1 Emcee's need 

5 exogenous 
7 Noshed 

10 WMh Ice cream 

12 Hetey of 
“Roots" 

13 Crony 

14 Odd person 

16 Mo let 

17 Author Andie 
19 Partner lor 

tuck 
21 Tact 

DOWN 

1 Sweet while 
wine 

2 Stented type 

3 Novell or 
Stanley 

4 Summon 

6 Steam 

6 Tokyo once 

7 tel — 

8 Weatherman*# 
abbr. 

9 Gtretho 


24— Vegas 

28 Exist 

27 Dryaswtoe 

29 Enthwlesms 
31 Wherewithal 
35 Sailor's cry 
37 Woodsoml 

39 “Good Earth" 
heroine 

40 Excavate 

42 Pea’s place 

43 Hyde Park 


11 Longtime 

12 Calculate 

15 “La Mancha- 
actor Richard 

16 Change bue 
20 — dedeux 
22 Table Weiring 
29 Grazing ama 
26 Rage 

28 Ret hat 

29 Aatraiognrs 
chart 

30 Ftoacafepley 


46 Jhnsnecor 
Pei Ida no 
46 Perplexing 
fix 

48 Tidtakreoda 
50 Actrasa Farrow 

53 Berne's rt»w 

54 BagUre 
■tractm 

56 Gambling game 
60 Ifnndy group 


31 AbundanllWi 

32 Pub quaffs 

33 Trousan 

34 Fleur-de — 

36 Brie* conveyor 
38 Doc’s (pp. 

41 Jewel 
43 Co u rt ! o w n 
Iter's crime 

46 John— Altar 

47 "Mtyrty — a 
ROM- 

46 Aries, nj. 


prophet 

104 Zbte heroine 
106 — finger on 
(touch) 

109 Ftatp ret 

111 Sbekrerbees 

112 Hint 


62 Hal of 
FsmeTy 

63 Certain . 
plaintiff 

64 Shrub 

66 FJnafcabbr. 
68 Circte 
89 Noxious 
exhalations 

71 Sun — San 

72 Shoot the — 

(Chat) 

73 Nock hair 


51 Nigerian 
tribesman 

52 Egg while 
50 On Bm 
57 Cont ine nt 


56 Penny 
88 Banal 


88 Barm 
61 Hobo 
82 Amulet 

66 ReteOve 

67 Had iffy? 

70 Radial Canon 
subfact 
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BBBBBBBBB lilBBBil BBBBB 
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I 3 BBBB BBB BBBBB BBBB 
UBBB BBBB BBBBBB BBB 
BBBBBBBB BBBBB BBBBI 
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BBBBB BBBB BBBB BBBB 


Last Week's Cryptograms 

■■ ".v, 

3. Modish , slave served freak fried Eah from silver salver. 

4. Lipstick salesperson sold Lwe new red color lefts to lass. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. M GMB CM B DANAOXMLHBE PZ PMNNB GAMEZ 
M OHL RQ QRRC M£C OPE MEC Q X R N H D. 

-By Connie RoseafcU 

2. KYD ZVRKWDFGP EYZWOSWLG. O POT 

CWL.GYBL ZYZILOWS UYBO WE SWIG O POT 
CWLOYBL FYYREUWRG. . -By Marcus 

3. EYEBOLP UWICYT STIPATH TULHTrLP 
tfSBUBSRLBOX HYSLOC RAT FLHHWT 
ICTX. 

— By EJ». Grover 

<■ -SPOOK- KEPLIK SNUCPAN ulEPe „„ 
QANUGPANY ««OUI * EP0 I, SNA . 


-By Philip p. Brennan 
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